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Dec. 31,1932,

Portage Catholic Church

‘Marks 100th

[State Journal News service]
|  PORTAGE—The Catholic c¢hurch
'in Portage today paused to ohserve
the 100th anniversary of its found-
ing in a tiny log church built in 1833
by Plerre Paugueitie, believed to have
| peen the first church built in Wis-
| consini between the Great Lakes

Cand the Mississippt river.

Mo celebration is being held in
i gonnection withh - Lhe anniversary.
"The age of the church was simply

Cgnnoubced by the Rev, Father J. B, |

Piette, pastor,
pefore the elrch
1015t year. A celebration,
the archbishop of the Milwaukee

passes Into ils

| diocese will probably be present, is !

planned for next summer.

- its founding
tory, the date following closélyithat
of the building of Fort Winnebago
in 1828, and construction of the In-
dian Agency house two vears later.
It was ‘built by one of the mosk

pieturesgue characters in the his-
Pierre Palls.

torv of this section,
ruette, trader, interpreter, fighter,
freighter, and government represen-
tative among the Indians, his moth-
er's people.

The history ol Catholicism In this
section, however, anledates by dwo

years building of the church, Fathdes
saimuelle Carle Muarzuchelll, Donupns,

jpan missionary to the Indlans, first
pime Lo the portage in 1841, He was
the first missionary to this section
since Allonez, Daben and Marguette,
who preceded him by 150 yvears.
Father Mazzuchelli held his first
Christian  serviee on  the prairie
pear Chief DeKaury's village, In &
power constructed by the Indians.
Erected Own Tombstone
Father Mazzuchelll succeeded in
awakening a great deal of religious

interest among Indians in this re-
among them Pauguette's wifle, |

glon,
“Theresse Crelie, T0 encourage th
cnuse, the trader, al his own ex<
pense  and with his own hands,
erected & small building  in 1833
It was the first church built in
wisconsin, historlans believe, and
until 1840, when it burned, was the
only church edifice al the portage.

pauguelte, in bullding the littie
chureh, unknowingly erected hid

on the final Sunday |

ab which

gt. Mary's church ol Portage had :
in a period of rich his- ¢

Anniversary

own tombstone, The life of thiz
pleturesque trader and scout ended
only three years after the church
was constructed,  when Pauquelta
was assassinated by an Indian wilh
whom he had had trouble, Mourned
by all the Indians of this gectiion L0 |
whom he was the chief of chiels,
and by the white men, to whom he |
was a friend, Pauquette was buried
ibeneath the little Catholle churclu |
tAfter the church burned, the body
iwas moved when the cily was plat-
‘ted, and the burial place lost sight

hof until 1904 when workmen, dig= |

'ging the basement for the Baptish |
- s
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church parsonage,

iasket and bones, which were (aken
| to the Catholic cemetery.

exhumed the

Termanent Church Estahlished

Although the church burned, the
faith thrived among both the whites
and Indians, and the coming (o
Portage of permanent settlers in
| the 5. Patrick Lennon, Charles
' Moore, M. R. Keegan, James Col-
lins, Thomas Christopher, Jolin
'Sweeney and Mrs., Ward, marked
the establishment of a permanent
Catholic church. i
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Father Godhardt,
the home of

- A
sald

missionary,
mass in 1850 in

{

The Rev. James H. Brady came to

tthe church to become one of its

Mrs., Ward, and nearly in 1851, a

The
1852

church was erected.

Rey, James Roach came in

as the first permanent priest, and |

in 1837 the Rev. J. Doyle became
pastor,
Father Doyle was ambitious for

his parish and through his activi- |
ties the present church property was:
The Catholic church |

was dedicated in the new building
as SL. Mary's of the Immaculate
Conception. TFather Doyle also
purchased a tract of land just north
of Portage, now used as the parish

cemelery, )
, The Revs. P. J, O'Neil and F.
CPetitt  succeeeded  TFather Doyvle, |

' The next priest was Father F. Kee-

. nan, who

preached at Kilbourn,
Lodi, and Dane besides Portage.
During his pastorate the parochial
school was built on West Conant
st, Father Keenan died in 1880
and was succecded by his brother,

most able pastors, after the trans-
fe. of Father Clifford. Fathers John
Morrisey, Berlin, James Nichols and
Charles McBride followed him, The
present priest, the Rev. J. B, Piette,
came to Portage from Kenosha 10
years ago to take over the parish.
The church, which began in a log
structure erected by one man a cen-

 tury ago, now is the largest in Por-
(-tage and its parish numbers the

largest membership. The property
has been extended to-include, be-
sid the handsome brick church.
the parochial school and parish
hall, the large parsonage. and the
convent for the order of Dominican .
nuns, St. Savior's hospital and ‘St |

| Savior's annex, & home for old peo-
¢ ple, also belong to a Catholic or=-

Joseph Keenan, who-served eight

years,
Church Is Improved
His successors were Fathers John

cBrady, J. A, Giessler and George

Brady. Under Father George Brady,
who was pastor 13 years, improve-

| ments to the extent of $8.000 were
f made

in the church., He died In

der, but are not under supervision
of the Portage church,
Parish Unusually Active
The parish here is unusually
active and numbers among its mem-
bers many of the professional, civie
and social leaders of the city, Many

- 20clebies, auxiliary to the ' church,

1897, and his successors were the

Revs, J. D, Cummane and M. H.
Clifford.
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assist in  carrying. on its  work.
Among them are the Portage Cath-
olic Woman's c¢lub, the Junior
League of the Woman’s ciub, Port-
age council of the Knights of Co-
lumbus, Catheolie Order of Foresters,
St. Mary's Catholic Order of For-
esters, St. Mary's Guild, Sacred
Heart Society, Young Ladies’ Sodal-

. ’i&', and the Altar Soclety.
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