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New City Bank in Portage
on Historic Business Corner

Five Sons of Original Offi-
cials Enter Organ-
ization

By ZJONA GALFE
PORTAGE—The hbuilding of 1
new ity bank at Cook and Wiscon-
son streets is the crowning event in
the story of a notable corner of the

lown's busziness section.

Now that 1the 5t. Cloud polished
granite iz set for the base, amd the
Bedforid stone facing of the outer
walls-jg heing raized, the facade is
taking shape, and the work iz rapidly
going forward., It is expected that
the building will be ready for occn-
pancy in March,

It s interesting
there have come
tion five sons of
cers: Willlam - T..
dent, M. B, Rogers
Idwelyn Breese as  director, and
tndney Breese and H, B, Alverson
az sitnckholders, The nther directors
are John . Carroll and A, O, Tay-
lar., T. M. Halverson is cashier and
R, J. Crowley, assistant cashier.
All the stockhalders are residenis of
Portage excepting . B. Alverson
of Buffalo, N, Y., and Fred If, Run-
kel of Madison.

Constraction is Modern

new ity bank building will
be three stories in height and of
modern construction. The bank
lobby will bhe -44 by 1514 feet, and
will run two full stories to a heighl
of 231 feet) Opening from it will
he officerz’ rooms, a consuliation
oo, & L‘!I.‘HUIIIE‘!!'H' oo, & ‘I'-'U”l'?hlﬁ
rest room, and a public telephohne
booth., Wainscoling and counters
will be of Italian Botilcini marble,
and the fioor of pink Tennessce
marhle, Woodwork will be of hlack
walnut, the grilla amd chandeliers
of bronze, and the check desks of
marhle, A mezzanine gallery will

that this wvear
into its organiza-
the original offi-
Broese ag presi-

The

nverlonk the ]nh‘m ]_L!I‘IHIHI. ithe
length of the hanking room on the
Conk =ireef szide,

Nenhla  hronze grill gateas  will
lead 1o tha vault, which will have
a Vork eireular door of  infusite,
tarch-resisting metal, and will be

requipped with the McClintock sound

as yvice president, | )
(aafety deposit

ian Inner lobby back

alarm. Floor, ceiling
and side-walls of the vault are of
concrate, reinforced with rivet-grip
ton! steel. The weirht of the valut
door iz 24,500 pounds, This is the
finest and most modern of vaultcon-
struction, and the Insurance compa-
nies give it the moszt advantageous
rating of any vanll in bank use.

Provigiona will be made  for in-
aialling 2,200 safely deposit boxes.
Acceas to them will be gained from
of the bhronze
Beyond will be the room for
the bookkeeping machine: and an
opening - from this the book vault.
The coupon hooths will adjoin the
lnhby,

On the third floor will be offices
for rent. Thev will be served by an
eleciric elevator,

The planag were drawn by the Sh
T.otig Rank Building and Ceonsirue-
tion company, who are erecling the
building,

Has Commanding Position

Standing at the convergence of
five streets, the bank building oceu-
piesa a eommanding position, with a
facade curving from south to wesL
The huff Bedford limestone set with
deep pilasters running to the corn-
ice, Infty eurtained windows, copper
spandrilles, and bronze douhble
double doors will make an impres-
dive enirance to the main business
block. The City bank block and the
new Raulf hotel will form one of
the gateways to the main business
section of the town.

In a few months the new bank
will he azs much a part of Porlage a=y
ever waa ihe old—the old whaose
story, ever since the wrecking of ih>
milkding wa=g begun, has been Te-

wave burglar

gates.



‘membered and reconstructed by thq
i older residents of Portage. -
Sturdily Constructed

The ity bank block and tha Van-
derconk bank block adjoining it
were built 74 years ago. The ma-
zon work on hoth was done by
icorge Shackell, The crew of the
Bt. Leounis company at work en the
I‘l'lr-*sr-ut siructure, say the old build-
ing proved nearly indestructible, go
sturdily was it huilt, Laid in mor-
|im hefore the davs of cement, the
Chrieks were yet locked together as
| v iron. .

In 15565, the Vandercook hlock
| was occupied by the post office and
"Brown's Boot and Shoe store on the
eround  floor, *the secomd story by

the Kmder house, and ihe third
cslory by the Aasons, Later the
ccounty offices were  housed lhere,
when I. Breese was county ireas-
Jurer. In the 60°'=s Emmons Tavlor
and Harvey Haskell had Ww officew
lhere, and at this time single living
Crooms were rented, one of  wlioh
was ocenpied by €. F. Gale, In 1580
~the Wisconsin Siate register had i18
offices in the hank hinck. Conics of
the paper carried a front page line
—ubligshed at the Onrner of ook
and Wisconsin Streets, over ity
Bank.”

The Columbia conunty  bhank  first
occupicd the City bank huilding, In
1874 the Cily bank was organized by
T.. Breese, I, B, Wentworth, E. I.,
Jiaeger, Rodney Toomis, W. D. Fox,
amd Awdrew Welr, Mr, Broesa was
president of the organization of the
bank until 1917, when at the age of
a4, he retired from active husiness
and sold hig interests. A director in
the hank and ifts attorney for some
vears was J, H. Rogers amd Al T,
Alver=on was for 27 vears its casi-
iop

-



