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0ld Fort Led
to Discovery’
of Capitel Hill

By IVAN CLYDE LAKE

0'd Fort Winnebago had some
thing to do with the “discovery”
af the elevated site on which Wis
consin's capilcl was built in the
Four Lake country in 1837,

One day in 1828, Col. Ebenezer
Brigham, Dane couniy’s first per
manent white settler, made a trip
from his homestead at Blue
Mounds to Fort Winnebago. His
object was to find a trading place
nearer home than Mineral FPoind
where he ordinarly bought goods

He found what he wanted al
Fort Winnebago: groceries, par
ticularly, and some dry goods [
stock the little store he kept in
his log house at the foot of the
[ast Blue Mound., His was the
northernmost outpost of the lead
regions, and lead mining in his
day gave to southwestern Wiscon-
sin an industrial and political im-
portance superior Lo other points
of the territory.

Leaving Fort Winnebago, he toolk
a different route from  the one
he had traveled in coming here
he went southward toward Tay-
cho-pera, the Winnebago name by
which the Four Lake country was
knowi. He reached the isthmus
Lhetween Third and Fourth lakes,
in present dMadison,
fall, and there, on a eminence over-

toward night-

erown with scrnb pak and under-
hrush he decided to pitch tent
for the night. His shelter, made
of blankets, was put up on the
castern edge of the elevation.

The colonel was given o pro-
phecy, he later told friends, In
spired as he was by the Dbeauty
of his surroundings. Dusk settled
over the forested region, followed
hy a sunset of varied hues over the
lake to the west and moonrise of
silver over the lake to the easl

In the evening quiet, broken ot
ly by the sounds of lapping wat-
ers and of homing birds settling
in their nests for the night, Brig-
ham stood. under the clear sky,
silver with moonlight, lit with my-
riad stars. He stood there musing
looking abour him, {eeling the
beauty of it all; and then sudden-
v prohpetic words came 1o him.

“Someday,” he said, “a Dbeautl
(ul eity will be built between these
lakes and on this spot where |
now stand will be erected the capi
tol of a new state.”

Later he claimed that he was
the first white man to visit future
Madison, but that claim was alsc
made by Lieut, Jefferson Davis—
the same Davis who became the
tarst eqpaud » grly, president of the
Stihelns Chhtpderacy. He was
stdfioned for < Hme at Fort Win
nebago as well as at Fort Craw-
ford at Prairvie du Chien.

But granting the Davis claim
aver that of DBrigham, old Fort
Wwinnebago =till had something to
da  with  the “discovery”™ of the
place which the Belmont legisla
ture later selecied for the capitol
city, and of the elevated site on
which three capitols have Dheen
since erected.



