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sociated with the early history of
Portayge, and who deserve a promi-
nent place amozg those who made an
anorable record here, but few ghould
placed above that of Father

vel I, Mazzuchelli., A Domini-
priest, born in Milan,

FTHE MEN whose names are as-!at the present time) which stood in
lwhat is now Adams street back some
‘thirty feet, perhaps, from its junction
‘'with Conant street, was erected by

Paquette for Mazzuchelll’s teachings.

The ehurch itself was neverfully com-

pieted and was only occupied when

Italy, of some adventurous spirit clothed with

althy parents, but apimated by 'the authority of the church found his

o. : religious zeal which so distin-
guished the Jesuit missionaries, he
put all the endearments of a happy
home hehind him, to brave the priy-
ations of the forest, among the sav-
ages in (he inclement regions of
Michillimackinac and Lake Huron.
e had been ordained a priest of the
order of St. Dominie, at Cipcinnati, in
‘520 when a mere youth, and the next
winter found him among the Indians
at Sault Ste. Marie. “Here” in the
words of an admirer, “this small slen-
der delicate young man lived, labored
and roamed for five long years, follow-
ing the Indians in their summer
hunts from the points where the

sainted Marquette cnce solourned  to lein and Baraboo rivers.

way here, and it was burned about
1840, This struocture was the first one
to be devoted to the cause of Christi-
antty in what now constitutes Colum-
bia county, and was undoubtedly the
first one tq be built in cenuvral Wis-
consin. THwg the' gospel has
preached lon in Portage
any pluce within i

o in

must account ror of that ele-
vated moral wo distinguishes
our town abeve Columbusand Bara-

een  less
abufidantly favored.

100 miles |

On the occasion of Mazzucheln’s‘

first visits here, services were conduct-
ed on the prairie between the Wiscon-

Women of!

Gireen Bay and Fox River on the French ancestry and  dusky Winne-

south, to the far-off Ontonagon and bago maidens had erected arbors and
Keweenaw on Lake Superior, convert- appropriately decorated and festoon-
1ng, baptising and blessing the chil- led them in hooor of the occasion and

dren ol the forest who adopted him as

grother and loved him as an untuo-
tored nature alone can.” ILn the pro-
secution of this labor of love which
g0 engrossed every fiber of his nature,
pressing closely to his breast the sym-
bol of his faith, he at times, found
his way to the portage between the
Fox and Wisconsin rivers and here
were  the scenes of some of his
triumphs and rewards of his religious
zeal. Father Mazzuchelli is heard of

here as early as 1831, doing missionary |
‘erucitixes and beads had a wonderful

work amnng the Winnebago Indians,
the famous scout and trader, Plerre
Paquette, being of his flock. An old
log church. (the existence of which is
known to but few citizens of Portage

here among these untutured folk, in
his primitive surroundings, Mazzu-
chelli told them of the sufferiogs of

the Savior and of the life to come. He
was usually attended by the devout

Miss Klizabeth Grignon, who acted as |

interpreter, and so this excellent lady !

fairly divides honor with her pater io
missionary work at Portage. “‘Forty
Winnebagoes, “says the historian of

the period,” were baptised and given

christian names by KFather Mazzu-
chelli. The presentation of crosses,

effect upon the recipients of these
holy favors.”  Pierre Paquette’s
daughter, Therese, stiil living in Cal-
edonia, received her baptismal rites




-

at his hands and she speaks with eo-
thusiasm and devotion of Father Maz-
zuchelli’s labors here, and Mrs. Kinzie
pas recorded in “Waubun” an inci-
dent which shows that temperance
was one of the virtues that he had

succeeded in implanting flrmly in the
hearts of some, at least, of his con-

verts. A domestic had had an unus-
{ually hard day’s work and Mrs, Kin-
Izie, writing of the affair. said: ST did
what it wis at that day very much

had always seen done on washing day,
—what, in short, 1 imagine was then

T went to the dinipg-room closeb, in-
tending Lo give Charlotte a glass of
wine or brandy and water. DBy cup-
hoard proved to bhe iu the state of
“Mother Hubbard’s;” nothing of the
kind could I find but a boltle or or-
apnge shrub.

“Of this I poured out a wioeglass-
ful and carrying it ouy, offered it to
the womanp. She took it with an ex-
pression of great pleasure; but, in car-
rying it to her lips, she stopped short,

and exclaiming ‘whiskey! immediate-
ly returned it to me. 1 would still
bave pressed 1L upon her; for, in my
inexperience, 1 really believed it wus
a cordial ehe needed but, pointing to
her crueifix, she shook her head and
returned to her work, I recelved this
as a lesson more powerful than twen-
ty sermons; it was the flrst time in
my life that I had eyer seen spirit-
uous liquors rejected upon a religious
principle, and it made an impression
upon me that I never forgot.”

Again, in reciting 2 most touching
affair, Mrs. Kinzie said: “‘Agatha had
Leen baptised by Mgr. Mazzuchelli, *'so
we may feel sure that his teachiogs
were productive of good results, even
{f they were not permanent as, Jet us

' hope, they may have been.

Mgr. Mazzuchelli's labors after
leaving the portage were so fully nar-
rated by a gentleman in San Francis
¢o in a oewspaper communication,
upon hearing of his friend’s death io
1864, that it is here employed as a
faithful tribute to the memory of the
devoted priest whom he admired so
much: “At Portage he met a few half-
breed trappers and voyageurs, whose
canoe and fare he shared while pad-

'dling the slow and turbid water of the

the fashion to do—what at home 1

a general custom among hounsekeepers.!

before he could consent. They were

Wisconsin, and at the Fort he was
kindly welcomed by the brave Gener- |
al Zach Tayvlor and Jefferson Davis,
Here he remained enjoying the ho-
pitalities of the officers’ mess, and
ministering to the spiritual wants of
the soldiers and conyerted Winoebazo
Indians, until the opening of naviga-
tion in the npper Mississippi river in
the spring of 1835,

The month of April, 1835, found,
him bldding adieu to his kind friends
at the Fort, and floating down the
“irather of Waters,™ but not expect-
ing, in the then sparsely settled state
of the country to find a priest before
reaching St. Louis, a distance of six
hundred miles, By the terms of the
Rock Island Treaty, made with the
Sac and Fox lndians at  the
close of the Black Hawk War,
the whites were permitted to
sattle in the ‘‘Dubuque  Lead
Mines” on the first day of June, 1833,
and there our young missionary found
a village nearly *'vn" years old, con-
taining a very large proportion of
Irish Catholics, who had lived on the
east side of the Mississippi for years,
in the mines around Galena and Min-
eral Point, and had successfully de
fended their homes through the forays
and battles of 1832. They had one!
visit from Father MeMahano of Galena, |
in the fall of 1833, but he died of
cholera soon after, A Fatber Fitz-|
maurice was sent there by Bishop
Rosattl of St. Louls, in May, 1834,
but he, too, died at Galena in August
following. When, therefore, they im-
plored Father Mazzuchelll w0 remain |
with them, it wes essentially the
“iypice of the people crying in the
wilderness,” but there were impedi-
ments which should tirst be removed

in the Louisiana Purchase, in whab is
now the State of Towa, and under the
jurisdietion of the Bishop of St. Louls,
as was also Galena, 1n the State of
Lilinois, while all the opposite bank
of the Mississippi, in what is now the
State of Wisconsin was governed by
the Bishop of Detroit, of whose dio-
cese Father Mazzuchelli was a priest.
But earnest petitions were sent o
both Bishops, and he was permitted
to remain, the present Bishop Baraga
having supplied his place among the
Todians.




On the Fourth of July following, a
procession might have been seen
marching through the streets to the
music of fife and drum, while the hills
respunded to the canuon roar of a de-
tachment of United States artillery.
The people of town and country, with-

out distinetion of class or creed, par-|

ticipated, in their holiday attire, and
After an appropriate oration the day
was sanctifled by the laying of the cor

ger stone of & large granite church,:

which afterwards became the Cathe
dral of the dioeese of Dubuque.

Buu the prophetie eye of the Chris-
tian philospher scon saw the yastness
of the field that opened before him In
the pear future, and bhe determined

“that all the faculties with which he
was endowed by the Almighty should
' be actively employed. He pressed ou
the atteption of the bishops assembl-
\ed at Baltimore, the immediate im-
| portance of erecting aSee at Dubuque,
'and succeeded 1n havinza bishop in-
'stalled there, six years before the con-
'secration ot those for Chicago and Mil-
| waukee. e obtained by gift and pur-
chase several acres of town lots around
his church, a neighboring tract for a
graveyard, and six hundred acres of
rich and well-timbered land, embrac-
ing an arable mound, 500 feet high,
for a college and other religious pur-

poses, within fanr miles of a town
which be foresaw would be alarge and

populous city. Ile built a brick church
of an ornate style at Galena, and se-
'cured extensive grounds for convent
and graveyard purposes. He did the
same at Mineral Point, Shullsburg,
Potosi and various other places 1n Wis-
consin—and at Davenpory, DBurling-
ton and Lowa City, ete., in Towa—un-
til be beeame celebrated not only as a
chureh builder bnt as an architect.
The first legislature of lowa engaged
him to draw a plan for their new capi-
tol, which cost $120,000. The super-
- visors of Joe Daviess County, I, em-
ployed him to plan and superintend
the building of a large stone court
house: and even on matters of legisla-
vion his advice was sought by the lead
ing men of the country. He was never
known to miss an appointment in the
duties of his sacred ministry. Rain,
hail or sunshine, whether the ther-

low or ninety above zero, he was al-
ways present at the appointed hour,
whatever the distance or the object.
His sermons and lectures were care-
fully adapted to the comprehension of
his hearers, fervid, eloguent and ex-
ceedingly interesting and diversified |
on controversial subjects; but he was
never known to write a discourse. To-
day he was found at tae mansion of
the afluent; tomorrow in the hovel ot
the poor; but for all alike, he had the
modest look of persuaslive eloquence,
whose command was irrestible. There
ne i, high up on the seaffuld of a
church, with coat off and sleeves tuck-
ad up, industriously at work in brick
and mortar. In the evening you see
him in the pulpit, discoursing on some
abstruse questions of Christinn  phil-
nsophy, and tomorrow he lectures be-
fore the governor, judges and legisla-
turs on the science of political econ-
omy, but always and everywhere pres-
ent when the sacred duties of the mip-
istry require. Wonderful littie wman!
Always at work and neyertiring of do-
ing good for the bevefit of religion,
literature and science.

Spme two years after the arrival of
bishop, he took a survey of the fleld of
his six years' labors, and concluded |
that churches and priests had become
sufficiently numerous to warrant a
steady and uninterrupted progress ol
peace and Christian .ediflcation. He
was vet younyg and zealous enough for
some new enterprise, and he wrote t
the superior of his ordes in Rome for
permission to establish a mission at,
vhe mouth of the Columbia river on|
the Pacific coast; but that region had
already been sei apart to the Jesult
fathers, and he was disappointed. In
the fall of that year, 1841, he was per-
mitted to visit the historic city of his
birth, where he received a liberal tava-
ily present, with which, on his return,
he purchased the Sinsinawa (an Dakotz
word signifying, Young, Eagle] Mound.
The mound was the property of Gen.
George W, Jones, s0 well known as
Wisconsin’s first territorial delegaie
in Congress and Iowa's first Unitad
| States Sepator, who died but recently.”

A correspondent of The Milwaukee
~Sentinel writing of it said: - Father

Mazzuchelli had become intimately se- !
quainted with Gen. Jonas, who found

mometer stood ?t' thirty degrees be- io him a man of rare culture and noblé




