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STORY OF OLD
FORT TOLD TO
CGONVENTION

its Recital Given at After-
noon Session Held on
Tuesday

An interestmg. history of [Forl
Winnebago presenting a vivid pic-
ture of the building and life within
the old stockade and aclivities at
the Old Indian Agency house dur-
Kinzie wuas
given Tuesday alternoon at the
Portage theatre by Miss Elizabeth
Kelly. history teacher in the Port
age high school belore several hun-
dred women in sesion hers for the
15th annuwal eouncil o Catholiz

WwOomen. *
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white settlers in_southwestern Wis-
consin, It wae for the protection
of these whites, lured here by the
digscovery of lead mines; and other
regsons, that Fort Winnebago was
built in 1828,

Althongh aetual warfare with the
Indians, which resulted from the
removal of soldiers from [Port
Crawford had ceased with the sur-

irender of Red Bird at Portage, one

vear before Fort Winnebago was
built, the Indians were still consid-
ered a menace, Miss Kelly atated.

The government established the
IFort also to protect the John Ja-
cob Astor fur interests here.

The First  Infantry ander
command of Muojor D, I
built the fort on the beautiful hill
and commanding site where Red
Bird had surrendered. Parties un-
der Lieut, Jefferson Davis went up

the

Twiges

‘the Iox to cut the timber for the

fort and the bricks were made at
the old clay pit.
Stockade Surrounded Fort
The fogk was constructed as most

In a veritable Indian pa 'mlis:*'.;.;_u‘t'l&‘ bl fha% .era, but with  the

. . . . . h
with rieh wild vice fields for harv-

est ‘along the river banks, Fort

Winnebaro was constructed at the

-yt - . . .

sfockade sumbdilding it painted
white, it presented such a beauti-
ful sight amidst the trees that it

mid-point of a great waterway ,qj.-sv:wus called the gem of all western

many Indian tribes.

Predominant among these tribes |£1L'rus:»' the

were the Winnebagoes, who by

tem that featured in the history of ! forts,

Henry Merrell then had a store
military road. The

blacksmith shop, the carpenter

1800, occupied the largest portion shop amd the bake liouse were near

of all

eluding lands from the south of

the Fox river at Green Bay lln'nughi
the present site of Portage to Pra-,

irie du Chien.
For Protection of Whites

After the erection of WPoris I-Im\'-1

the Wisconsin territory in-1|

as was the cemetery where now

lie buried soldiers [rom every war

in which this country has partiei-

pated.

Routine life within the fort was
relieved by rude froutier sports,
Billiards and private thealricals,

ard and Crawford at these E.‘ELI’E!I]'L-'rd":I.IH:iILL’.' and music fornished the

ities in 1816, 1825 eaw an influx of

entartainment. Trips to Forts
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Howard and Crawiord were made
in canoes and to Chicago on horse-
back, even by the dainty ladies
who called on friends at those dis-
tances,

Agency House Remains

Across the river from the Fort
atood and still stands the -;\EH'I.E_\'
house, which was built in the early
tays of the fort and has since been
made famous by Mrs John Kinzie
in her book Wau-Bun,

Visited annually by about 5,000
Indians who received $5.000 annui-

ties Dbesides presents and rations,

during emergencies, the Agency
wis one ol the important keys in
rontrolling the Winnehagoes, Miss
Kelly said.

John Kinzie, whom the
ment sent to the Agency house was

EOVErn-

the son of John H. Kinzie, out-
standing in the early history of
Chicago. Mr. and Mrs. Kinzie had |

a strong influence with the Indians
who paid many visils to the agerniey

house and plaved zames in  the
vard. )
The Kinzie home was also the

social center of the Fort commun-
ity as Mrs. Kinzie brought her pi-
ano from Chicago,

The fort was evacunted in 1845
and § vears later the property was
&old at auction. Columbia county
lost its 1}1"1':*.91955.n‘ppn_rumii;l.'- Ol s
preserving this ‘:li.‘ﬂ:lqrff*'_nlrl*I}u'ﬂ:!—:
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Ahis notable effort

F home of

ing, when the huildinze were de-
stroved later,
Movement for Preservation
Ag the elardy old agency house
i= the oaly bhuilding connecied with
Porlage Wiseonsin his-
wry pemaining, a-nproject is now

ineder way 1o redtarve the properiy

early aned

amd preserve iLb for o oo nationad
shivine and muscum.

The project is being sponsoroed
Ly the comrhittee on landamarks

and hiztory of the Wisconsin IFed-
erated Women's clubs with histor-
ical societies cooperating; in-
corporating a non--profit, company
to  sell shares in the propozed
shrine.  Miss Kelly urged that the
members of tha council tell their
local organizations about this pro-
Ject "amd advertise EVETY WY
one of

by

i1
0
Wisconsin's landmarks.
An antomobiie trip to historieal
spota about Poriage, rfollowing the
famous cld Wanona trail, includine
monuments, the formenr:
Mrs., Zona CGale Breose
and St Savior's hospital following
Miss Kelly's talk, ended at a tea
given by Mrs. Breeso,
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