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First Governors

of Wisconsin
Were Not Elected

BY IVAN CLYDE LAKE

There was a lime when fZover
nors of Wisconsin  were not se
lected by populay vote, That sav
e oo lor of wepr and tear on the
peaple,

A man who had gubernatorial
ambitions made some Kind of name
for himself af- one thing or anotfer.
Aund ir enouzh persons  repeated
Bis name and rehearsed his ex
ploits sufriciently in the Presiden
tinl ear. there was o possibility
that he'd be appointed to oo Zover
norslige,

Hut it was of paramount impot
fanee that he graze on the right
gicde af the political fenee. Wi
vonsin’s three territorial governor:
hiew which side (o zraze on.

Col, Henry Dodge, our first 1eg-
pitarial  movernor.,  wias  oa good
Tuck=zonian Democrat, @ rongh and
ready sort o fellow like the man
who oceupied the President’s man-
sion i TRGH,

Dodze had muude more Indians
bite the dust than vou could shake
itoearhine at, Moreover, e was
popublie in the lead region ol =ou-
[hwestern Wisconsin,  Lhe  most
populous  and politieally  poweriol
seetion  in Wisconsin's  tervitorial
days,

Hiz noame was wentioned often
einnonzh o Andrew  Jackson of
Washington, IO, and aftey Jack-
0n had serawled his signature on
ithe enabling act whieh erected the
territory of Wisconsin, be appoint
el Henvy Dodge Lthe Fiest governor
i 1854,

Fouwr years later William HL Har-
vivon: was  elecied  President . but
died’ & month after his indygura-
tion. John Tyler mueedeﬂ Iu|u
”dll!‘aull anl "l"}ﬂm were AW 111

A Whig was: it ilile}IE‘IIt pu]ll,du.tl
specinten Prom a luv]muni‘m Dejne
e, AW Im.r wasn't  as rongh
amdl ready. Al his rough spots had
been  refined and he bhad even o
gemblunce  of  aristocracy  about
him.  And a= for being ready -

well, perhaps e was as ready as
any Demaocratl, but not so openly.

Modge was too angular  to fit
into the Whiz scheme, so in 15811
e was put aside and James Du-
ane Doty was appeinted in his
plaee,

Doty was o splendid example of
Whigegery, He was snave, polished.
shrewid, MHe knew what to say and
do, when and where and how,

There had been o lot of rumors
about Doty:  about how e Tad
hought the Delmaont legislation in
oriler o make Madison, where his
lund holdings were heavy, the cap-
ftal: and arter the isthmian wild-
eritess il boeen selected as  the
spat for the seat of Zovernmen
Bow o Iot of the money that had
been appropriated by Congress for
crection of territorial buildings.
Lhadn't zone For that purpose,. and
gubody kpnew exaolly where it had
sone unless Doty knew and per-
s JJumes Morrison, the contrac-
for, amd they weren't disposed to
Lerhl.

13ty =pent mo=t of his  three
veurs o= governor hindering  le-
eislative investigation  into  the
mysterions disappeavance of  sev-
cral thousands of dollars, and he
digd it =ueeesstully,  Dut when his
terme expived, he was not reap-
pointed,  President Tyler handed
the job o Nathaniel P Tallmadge.

Tallmadze, a prominent United
Siates Senator from New  York,
was a political hybrid.  He was a
Liemaecrat who had Whig leanings,

The politieal  picture of - the
fime had a bit of surealism about
it I.‘mdg:ﬂ thv 1.ulmuninu Demo-
orind, .u‘uu Hm'pjml_mu for delegate
fer hfl‘ll._'h-\-. -t‘wnm-Wim*nunwm OVET
nis v an ummnent Géorge W. Wil
eox.  In national affairs.  Henry
Clay, a Whig., sought the Presi
deney  against James K. Polk, a
Democrat, The latter won,

Now Tallmadge, though a Demao-
vrid, observed that the Whigs had
a few sood ideas, too, 10 he had
heen willing enough to admit that
11 their ideas were good he could
Bnve bheen Harrison's running mate
in place of Tyler. He thus missed
the Presidency even as Tyler gain-
el it .

Tyler had  Tallmadzge on his
irands and he was a little hot to
landle, Wisconsin needed a gov-




cinor in place of Doty and Wis-
consing was oa lonz way ol from
mrstern political  centers  where
Dallmadge had  influence; so Ty
erosaid, UNat, here's vour chanve.
vou bought a lot of land in that
Wikconsin wilderness,  You  cat
slay two ecrowsg with one pebhle
You can he zovernor and look afler
vour lands at e same time.”

He was governor for a vear, an
aneventiul year., Then he was re-
Lot and went lo live on his es-
ale in the town of Empire. Foud
I Lave county,

Polk ok Tyler's plave as Pres-
ldent and that was why Tallmadge
rus speedily retived. Polk want.
o more  oult-and-out Democrat
than Tallimadze.,  Where could he
dmdowoman of whom he could he
sure?  In sonthwestern  Wiscon-
st of course,

Col. Henry Dodge was still gzo-
ing strong there, still a political
nawer in the territory, and better
known than ever because he had
Leen down to Washington as a del-
ecoate, which was in the term used
For a  terrvitorial representative in
Congress,

S0 Dotdge was appointod governor
gasiie ine 48450 and continued in
q{rit:_m:ﬂh].il'_ :"u.‘u'jm:uusin becaine =#
smre in «180% Arter that gover
nivs were chosen by popular vote
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