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EARLY HISTORY
OF PORTAGE
AND VIGINITY

Derivation of the City’s
Name and the Early
Indian Tribes

{Editor’'s Note—This is the
first of a series of historical
sketehes, pertaining to Port-
age and its surrounding tervi-
tory, suggested by the ap-
proaching  tercentenary cele-
bration of the landing of Jean
Nicolet, early French explorer,
on Wisconsin soil, and design-
ed to more thoroughly ac-
quaint Portage residents with
the history of the city and its
locality.

Derivation of the name “Portage”
o far as historical records can
be traced, the first white men tp-.
vigit Portage were Father Jacques
Marquette and Louis Joliet,

To the Winnebago Indians, who
jnhabited this sectlion at that time,
the word for *“a portage” was
sWaw-wau-ah-na,” now contract-
ed to “Waunona.” Portage means
the *“carrving Piace!” Here the
Indians helped Marquette and Joli-
et “portage” their birch bark ca-
noes from the Fox to the Wiscon-
sin river.

Early Indian Tribes

Among the different tribes of
Indians found at “the Portage” |
were the Winnebagoes, Sac, and|
Fox: but the chief inhabitants
were the Winnebagoes, which
means “men of the sea,” & family
of the Sioux tribe,

Historinns think that possibly
the name points to early migra-
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tmns of the tribe from the Mexican
gulf or the Pacific.

It iz Dbelieved that as early as
1634 this *“sea iribe" was visited
hy French agents and a treaty
made with them., Nothing more
is ¥nown of them for more than
35 vears, when early In 1670 they
were engaged in active trading
with the French. It is not known
what territory they occupied at
this early «date. In 1718 the na-
tion numbered about 600, but in
1814 had grown to about 4500,

In the beginning of the eighteen-
th century they were in firm alli-
nnce with France, but readily
changed their course of trade, and
when the English took possession

! of the French poests they asked for

English traders te be sent among
them, and alternated their support
between the French and English
in the several conflicts.

In 1525 the Winnebagoes claim-
ed g vast territory extending from
Northern Illincis to upper Wiscon-
gin and westward into part of
northern Minnesota, but eastward
only to include Lake Winnebago.
By tarmpmse pt' treaty of November,
183%. thédh ceﬂed to the General
Governmﬂnt of the United States
all of their lands east of the Miss-
issippi, and agreed that within
eight months they would move
west of vthe “gieat river.” This
agreement, however, was not fully
carried out. They went to a
regprvation in Nebraska, but later
moved to Minnesota.

A few families of Indians remain
jn the vicinity of Portage today,
some still hearing the name of De-

corgah. They carry on a little.

farming or gardening, but suhsist
mainly on basket weaving and odd
jobs.
Indian Mounds and Graves

About ten miles north of Port-
age is a group of Indian monunds.
The first of these, located near the
railroad crossing, is known ae the

Crossing group, and consists of




six conical mounds, In the woods
east of this group are fifteen earth-
works, known -as the Gale group,
named for Miss Hattie Gale of
Kilbourn; and to the northeast of
theee is located the Bennett group,
named for the H. H. Bennett. The
most striking mound in this group
is o bird, having a wing spread of
295 feet.

To the rear of the Agency House |
at Portage, Four Legs, the ereat |
chief of the Winnebago nation, is
puried, and the Winnebago mother
of Pere Pauquette is buried nearly
in front of the Agency Huuse. How-
ever, the exact location of these
two graves has been lost.

Indian Legend of the Wisconsin

River

As related by a Chippewa Indian,

the bed of the Wisconsin River was

= A
formed by an immense serpert.

He was a maniton or spinit’ and |
had hig¢ home in the pﬁft‘u forests
near the Big Lake~~Once he start-
ed to travel“through the {forests
to the sea, and his huge body. wore
a great groove or channel through !
the forests and fields, into which!
the water rushed.- And when he |
moved his tail, great masses of wa- |
ter eplashed onto the land, thus |
forming the lakes. Less powerful
serpents fleeing from him also
made channels of their own, thus]
forming smaller streams or tribu-
taries to the larger rviver.

Encountering the great body of
roclk at the Dells, he thrust his
head inte it and toye the stone
apart with his powerfnl body, and
the queer shapes of these rocks
are due to hiz struggle to get thru
them.
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of Barnev Britt at the cm‘ner-
where the Christian Science Chur-
ch now stands by William M.
Spain, and the subsequent lynching
of the murderer within a stone's
thirow of the spol where Britt fell.

Britt and Spain were Irishmen,
and former members of the same
company during the Civil War.
‘During their sfrvice they became

Murder and Lynchﬂ;lg‘- :thﬁt ‘sigmies and never met without 2

Grew out of War Days
Animosities

(Editor's Note—This is the
gsecond of a serles of historical
sketches, pertaining to Port-
age and its surrounding terri-
tory, suggested by the ap
proaching tercentenary cele-
bration of the landing of Jean
Nicolel, early French explorer,
on Wisconsin soil, and design-
ed to more thoroughly ae-
guaint Portage residents with
the history of the city and its
locality.

Some Still Remember
A revolting double tragedy was
witnessed by the citizens of Port-
age on the afternocon of the. 16th
of September. 1368—the shooting

wérdy battle. |

On the day of the tragedy, Britt |
came to town from his home iu!L
Fort Winnebago and met Spain |
and the battle began. During the!
afternoon Spain went to his home.]
'gnt a revolver and returning 1o |
town noticed Britt following ‘him,l
He told Britt not to follow him
and was informed by Britt th:ltf-,
he was not following him, but just
going about his business. Spain re- :
peated his caution and received '
| the same answer, 80 he raised his:
| gun and shot Britt through the |
heart killing him instantly. Thei
shooting occurred in the presence |
of a large crowd of people and
created a great deal of excitement.
Spain started for Justice Haskell’s
I office, intending to surrender him-

i gelf, ~He wWas overtaken - by the,




{

marshal and deputy sheriff Whﬂ~
arrested him and started for the!

‘jail. At Haertel's saloon, at rhe'

corner of Cook and Clark streets,
the angry crowd met them, took |
the prisoner and forced him 1ntu|
the express office next door and!
left ‘some one to guard him. ﬂm.
immense crowd assembled. The:
door was forced  open,

July 7.)
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An Qutline of Territerial
' Occupation and Own-
ership

(Editor's Note—This is the
third of a series of historical
sketches, pertaining to Port-
age and its surrounding terri-
tory, suggested Dby the ap-
proaching  tercentenary cele-
bration of the landing of Jean
Nicolet, early French explorer,
on Wisconsin scil, and design-
ed to more thoroughly ac-
quaint -Portage iezidents with
the history of the city and its
lecality.

Under Spanish Rule

Though no Spanish explorer had
ever penetrated into the North-
western territory, though none had
ever ascended the Mississippl riv-
er very far, the claims of the Span-
ish government included all  the
great Northwestern territory, in-
eluding what g now Wisconsin,
Spain’s discovery of Amerviea, and
the establishment of a colony in it,
save her a-claim, never very
strongly asserted of right of do-
minion over the entive western con-
tinent, but she failed to extend her
influence -very far away. from the
ceast line and  so0. small regard

pner. A thing of present

thrown about his neeck and within~
a few minutes he was drageged thrd .'
the street to the Christian Science
chiurch “corner  and hanged from
from a:limb of the large - tree
which is still standing at the cor-
heauty

ean often: be also the reminder ‘
rIm tra .
HY ropea <\ g'?d!r’
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Iwus ziven ito her claim of posses-|
sions beyond ihe terrvitory she ac-|
tually oceupied. There wers N0
Europeans —to dispute the eclaim
practically till 1634, and the period
of Spanish dominion is ordinarily
siven as -extending from- 1512 to
1634, when Niecolet made his ex-
plnmtmn of the Northwest tevri-
tory for -the governor of @ New

France, Samuel de Champlain.
The French Regime i

By viriue of the daring of the |
fur traders and the devotion of the!
French Catholic  priests, 1'.1*ance|
was - the first Kuropean nation |
whose citizens acinally visited and|
explored the land ithat is now in-j
cluded in the Staie of Wisconsin, |

When Jacques Cartier sailed m-|
i the Gulf of 8t Lawrence in
1534, the hasis for a claim of do-}
aiinion of territory of undefined|
iextent, on the part of France was |
ilead. In 1608, authority over “New
ilﬁ‘mme‘ﬂ as the territory occupied
{ by her was called, was inaugurated
by the appointment of Samuel de
Charaplain as governor. So the
territory comprising Wisconsin be-
came a dependency of France and
her affairs were to be administered
by Louis XIV. The enmity of the
Fox Indians brought about o con-
dition of affairs that did much to
disrupt French dominion over the
continental interior.

In this long and glowing
for racial supremacy on the Ameri-
can continent, Wisconsin water-]
wavs and Wisconsin Indians playved
a significant part. French supre-
macy could not permanently exist
in the interior of the continent
without free communication by
boat between the many drainagze!

struggla




systems of the Great Lakes and

the DMississippl river. The an-!
 Wisconsin trade route was early!
(recognized in many respects as 4
I most feasible connection belween
the two gystems New France and
! T,ouisiana., Wisconsin was the key-

stone of the arvch of French occu-

and so essential to the
plan.  Interruption ot this highly
strategic path to the DMissigsipm
finally contributed to the downfall
of the power of France in this
territory.

French dominion continued till}
the termination of the Seven Years
War hetween France and Mngland,
when the Fleur de Lis of France
was lowered to the ensign ol
George 111, on the Plains of Abra-
"ham on that eventful day, in 17559,
and the ambitious dreams of the
rulers of France of vast empire in
the new world, had departed for-
aver, Yok .-;Eb‘gﬂﬁﬂ;

English Military Occupation

New France was surrendered to
the British in 1763 at the end of a
long servies of Huropean wars. Tlie
treaty of Paris, 1763, ended what
is known as the Seven Years War.
Wisconsin thus Dbecame IEnglish
colonial territory, and was govern-
od first under military authority
from Mackinae, and by the Quebec
Act of 1774 was made a part ol
the province of Quebec.

The British occupation was 11r,:-|
ted for two things—first, the in-
“tengification and development of]
the Tur trade with the native in-
Tabitants, and second, the changes
arowing out of the rebellion of the
seaboard colonies, :

Because of the fur irade,

British kept their economic hold

on Wisconsin long after the po-

pation,

SUN—

v
e

| cessively under Spain,
the

litical transfer to the authority of
the United States. It thus happen-'
ed that Wisconsin remained to all|
intents and purposes a British pos-|
session till the end of the Revolu-:
tionary War when the United
States government awoke to the
fact that there was in this North-
west Territory a rich land to take
possession of. By the treaty of
1793 Creat DBritain formally ceded
the territory to the United States,

it was not actually surrendered

L]
till the yvear 1795 when the British

evacuated the Northwestern mili-
tary posts.
American Qccupation

The United States of America
had no existence as a government
till the spring of 1781 when a con-
stitution was drafted and ratified
by the required number of states
and in 1579 was declared the con-
stitution of the United States. In
1816 two- Amerviean forts were
built, one at each end of the long,
Fox-Wisconsin waterway connect-
ing the Great Lakes with the Miss-
issippi; toreiguers were forbidden
to trade with the Indians. The;
military period of American occu-
pation began.

Settlers in Wisconsin were rare
during these wears, and probably
there -was not a single inhabitant,
aside from the Indians, in the lim-
its of Columbia County, while Wis-
consin wasg under French and Eng-
lish dominion, And so the terri-
tory embraced within the limits of
Columbia county, if Spain’s claim
of dominion, whiech was only no-
minal, be admitted, had bheen sue-
from 1512
to 1634 France, from 1634 to 1763;
and England, from 1763 to 1796.

Juiy 13,1234
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Synopsis of Territorial Con-

| trol from Year 1787
to' Date

i Kditor's Note -— This is the

. fourth of a series of historical
sketches, pertaining to  Port-

i aze awd itz surrounding terei-
tory, suggested by (e lercen-
tenary . celebration now in pro-
gress at Green Bay commenonr-
ating the landing of Jean Nio-
olet, early Frenclh explorer, on
Wisconszin soil,. and
to more thoroughly
Portage residents with the his-
tory of the city and its loeality.

desizned
acquaint

Under Territorial Control

then,
first
County,
lived
which
it he

| Our old settler's business,
iwuuhl have been
at -AdMarietta, Washinglon
, Northwest Territory, if
Yin tervitory the waters
flowed into Lake Michigan;

trancasted

he
ol

jdid not live in such territory 1

"was a resident of no organized
I county.

f Hiz allegiance was nexi transfer-
red to Indiana, in 1800 by an act
of Congress making St. Vincennes
his eapital, In 1509 he found him-
gelf in the territory of Hlinois, but

he was in no organized county or

town. till 1809, when he was by
proclamation made a resident of
St. Clair County with his county

geat at Kaskaskia, which was also
the capital.

! In 1812
Madison

seat was at the house ©
Kirkpatrick, There he

transferred to
county

he
County

Wias
and his
{, ) Thomas

remained

(i1l 1217, when the town of Silver

Creely in Madizon County was or-
ganized which embraced all Wis-
consin.

In 1818, the territory of Michigan
was preanized and all of Wisconsin
attached to.it, and Governor Cass
established the counties of Brown
and Crawford. The dividing line
between these counties ran divect-
v north from I[lineis through the

penter of the (portage) leaving, our

ald settler who was transporting
goods across it, one moment in

Brown county, with his county seat
at Green Bay, and the next minute
in Crawford connty with his coun-
ty seat at Prairie du Chien. in
1919 hiz residence was changed by
the erection of the county of lowa,
which ineluded this county.

In 1834 the i.i*:‘l‘ii{!T'fu'l couneil of
Michigan established the county
of Milwaukee, which included
six southeastern towns of Columbia
county  and old settler of any
of these towns would have 1o g0
to Lhe town and county of Milwan-
kes to attend to his affairs.

Columibia county was placed on
the map of terrvitorial
legislature of Wiscons=in,

The county then included
four western towns of Dodge and
a small part of Sauk, and the aix
of the present

hut there
county

ihe

an

hy an act

the

sontheast  towns
county of Columiia

abont the

wWas

N controversy
seat, for there was notb white
person  at that time within their
borders, and was pot at the time
they were =et oft into Portage
county in 1536, the first entry of
land in these towns was made in
18349,

S our old settler has Dbeen 2
resident of — The Northwest Ter-

vitory, from 1787 to 1800; Indiana
Territory, from 18500 to 1s0%; INi-
nois Tervitory, from 1309 to 1818:
from 1318 1t
Territory,

Michigan Territory.
1836 and Wisconsin
from 1836 to date.
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Father Marquette's Mission-
ary Visit to “Portage”
in 1673

(Editor's Note—This is the
fourth of a serles of historical
sketches, pertaining to Port-
age and its surrolunding terri-
tory, suggested by the tercen-
tenary celebration of the land-
ing of Jean Nicolet, ecarly
Frencl explorer, on Wisconsin
40il, now being held at Green
Bay, and designed to more
thoroughly acquaint Porlage
residents with the history of
the city and its locality.

Pere Jacques Marquette
“And the gospel must first
published among all the nations.”
“Go ye into all the world, and
preach the gospel to every creds
ture.” « SN
Pere Marquetie, was born in

Laon, France, in 1637, was sent to
Quebec in New France at the age
of twenty-nine vears by the Jesu-
it Order in 1666. His missionary
duties carried him through the
wildetnesgs to Three Rivers where
he spent gome timc mastering the
Indfan dialects, and was sent at
the age of thirty-one to his first
mission at Sault de Ste. Marie, the
land of the Ottawas, one of the
farthest oulposts of New France.
Later he was sent o La Pointe on
Chequamegon Bay, to succeed Fa-
ther Allouez, from where he Was
drivén with the Hurons and Otta-
was to the mission of St. Ignace at
Maghillimackinac.

In December, 1672, while he was
stll‘._l at St. Ignace, he was joined
h¥ Louis Joliet wiho had been com-
migsioned by Governor Fromtenac

be
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at Quebec to accomplish the dis-
covery of tlie Mississippi. Pere
Marquette was appointed to ac- !
company him to assist in the ex-
ploration and convert ihe Indians.

They left St. Ignace in May.
1673, stopping for sometime near
Green Bay, and also visited the
Mission of St. Francois Xavier. |
founded by Allouez in 1669, When |
leaving the mission three Miami |
Indians were dispatched as zuides
to conduct the party to the Mes-
ecousing (Wisconsin) river, which '
flowed into the Miseissippi. Unon
reachinge “The Portage” the Indi-
ans returned. The Mississippi Riv-
er was reached June 17(h, 1673.
They went as far south as Arkan-
gag and returning they portaged
{o the great lake (Michigan) and
on to De Pere.

Marquette spent the winler and
followinzg summer at the Mission
of St. Francois Xavier while Joliet
went back to Canada to report the
yvesulte of the historic trip. Joliet
stopped at the mission at the Sanlt
and left one copy of his notes and
and maps which were later de-
stroved by fire. As he neared his
journey's end his canoe capsized
in the Lachine Rapids of the St
Lawrence. Thus Marquette's
notes and maps hecame the only
original records of the journey of
discovery, and are now fo be found
among the government :lm-ument{
at Montreal.

Marquette again rveturned to
work among the Mlinois Indians,
hut il health compelled him to
return to Mackinac. He died on the
return trip at a point near the
ptesent city of TLudington, Michi-
gan, April, 1675. TLater his body
was removed to the mission of Bt
Tgnace by hig loyal Tollowers a-
mong the Hurons. The
was burned some time after Mar-

miszsion

quette was Duried beneath 1ts
church. After miany years his
grave wasg discovered and his

bones were removed to the sane-
tuaries of the Catholic church,
some now being kept as sacred
relics at the University in Mil-




waukee that proudly bears This
name, in his honor. .
Marquette traversed the shores
of Wisconsin on the north, and for
some time resided at Chequame-
won. He cruised the entire west-
ern ‘coast of Wisconsin, crossed
the state by way of the Fox-Wis-
consin route. For nearly a vear he
was a resident of the Mission at
De Pere. It was for these reasons
that the legislature considered him
a citizen of Wisconsin and recom-
mended him as worthy of its most
distinguished-commemoration. Mar-
quette’s statue scnlptured by the
celebrated Ttalian = sculptor, G.
‘entanove stands as one of two
onsin’s contributions  to
inder the dome of
DC. .

Statuary
ihe capitol at Was




