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PAUQUETTE'S GRAVE MARKED

BY PLACING

MEMORIAL TABLET

GIFT OF COLDEN GOSSIP r
CLUB IN HONCR OF '
FAMOUS SCOUT.

PUBLIC EXERCISES AT BAPTIST
PARSONAGE.

Address by Supt. Clough, Historical
Sketch by Mr. Turner, Re-
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marks by Rev, Brady.
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PAUQUETTE'S CHURCH.
The First Erected at “The Portage.” i

Ui I Na‘?iudaw casing of the new puplic library board, the members of |
2.\ Baptist parsonage, Adams and the Baptist church and the pupils of |
'™ Conant streets, is securely fixed 8 the schools had been accepted. The|
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small aluminum tablet bearing this in-
seription:

PIERRE PAUQUETTE
1705—1840
Removed to Oatholle Cemetery
: 1004
'Y Placed by the Golden Gossip Club.

The tablet marks the spot where for
many years reposed the remains of the
famous pioneer scout and trader of

‘the portage.”” As mnear as may be

. e tablet is above where the head of

the casket lay. |

The placing of this memorial was the |
oceasion of public exercises, held at 4i Discusiing “Landmatks and Monu-
|

o'clock this afternoon in the yard of
the parsonage, In the bright spring
sunshine were gathered many people,
tosee and to listen. Special invita-
tions from the donors of the tablet, the
Golden Gossip Club, to Mrs. Therese
Prescott of Caledonia, daughter of
Pauquette, and family; to the Daugh-

ters of the American Reyolution, the

general public, too, had been agsured a

welcome.
The program of exercises was as fol-

lows:

Call to order by Dr. W. H. Stone, pastor of
the Baptlst church, who presided.

Prayer by Rev. . G. Blue of the Presby-
terian chiurch,

Explanatory remarks by Dr. Stone.

Address—"Landmarks and Monuments,"
by W. G. Clough, city superintondent of
schools.

Qketchof Plerre Panquette by Mr. A. J
Turner. .

Remarks by Rev. James H.
Mary's Catholic chureh.

Placlog of the memorial tablet.

Renedictlon by Rev, A, C. Jones of St
John's Episcopal ehurch.

Supt. Clough Commends Memorial.

Brady of St

ments,” W. G. Clough, city superin-,
tendent of schools, said:

Phe patriotism of & natlon Is proportionate
t0 Its Interest in its history. The panpla.r
that are Indlfferent t¢ their past will be io- |
different to thelr future, No people so actu- l
ated have ever risen to eminence. The|
natlons of tho earth have glorled in thelr |
past and have ralsed momuments to com-
memorate every manner of Incldent in thelr




history. Such momuments have had u most
potent educative influence upon the lives of
the peuple. They bhave held up to view the
motive, the aim wand purpose of a race.
They have awakened inspiration and have
jneited to achlevement.oAnd when in the
fulpess of time the natlon's story s told and
ita people called to render thelr final uccount
before the bar of the God of bpations, tho
momuments have lived on to tell the tule to

later peoples to awaken unew losplration, to |

qulcken to o new lifo,

It is fostinetive in man even In savagery
ito set up landmarks to fix the site of notable
Incidents In hls history, whether it be a
.eromlech, & cairr of stones, o mound ofjearth
sor s pyramid ofgkulls. A riselncultureonly
renders the momument the more reflned,

When the human race In the children of
Ham first emerged from the darkness of pre-
mistoric tlme thelr lund was already Glled
with momuments. As time endured thelr
pyramids and obelisks multiplied beyond

pumber even to the pmazement of the alfter-

world, Today we read the history of Egypt
in the momuments aud more correctly than
«did the contemporary Grocks who took thelr
information from the priests of On.

The Persinn left his landmarks in every
«corper of his empire and we still read his

greatness In the rock hewn tablets in the |

mightly wall of Behlstun.

On every fleld of Grecinn valor was ralised
:n lapdmark. Atthe Pass of Thermopylae
was sot that momument whose simpie legend
thrilled the soul of Hellus till lts remotest
wday :—""Go tell the Spartans thet we lle here
in obedlence to their commands.™

The Romans, too, riaised thelr landmarks.
In legend theytraced alinesge from Bomu-
lus and HRemus and in the Forum of the Eler
nal City bullded by the elder they ralsed o
momument to the twing and to the she-wolf
that suckled them—a momument that still
endures to show how this people caught
thelrspirit from the milk thut nourished
tholr progenitor,

Our early English noeestory, too.” raised
their landmarks. The great Alfred had the
mystlc White Horse carved upon the rocky
hillside thet overlooked the fleld of Ashdune
whore his prowess did such damuge to his
Danish foes. So, too, Willlam of Normandy
erected Battle Abbey to mark the groat vic-
tory of the congquest.

Rut it I8 not always victories or conquests
or bloody confllets that are commomorated
in lapdmarks, Edward I, the Lion of Justlee,
the conqueror of two reclms, attested his
loving devotion te his wife, the falr and fond
Eleanor, by erecting some thirteen crosses
to mark the saveral spots where rested the
coffin that enclosed ber remalns, on the sad
march from Granthan,the scene of the death,
to the final resting place In the Abbey ut
Westminster. Several of them still stand o
charm the wanderer in rural England while
the sito of another marks the busiest spot
upon the earth in Charing Cross. But land-
marks are not always sot with thet deflnite
purpose in view. Wherever the ayes of men
are attracted toward an object, the object

‘becomes & landmark., It is this tendency Lo
‘get apart the habltations or scenes that
the great have clothed with Interest, that

prompts us to hold a8 bhallowed ground the
house where Shakespeare was born, where
Miiton composed his Paradlse Lost, where
Lamb wrote the Ella in the Inner Temple.

The eycsof men were already fixed upop

{ the plaee bolore A momument was set up to
| Burns at Alloway or to Scott at Abbotsford.

A landmark hallows with tlme till it be-
| COmes shrina. It isthe ioterest that all

' men take Io these landmarks that keeps up

the tide of travel to other lands. For

| every straoger in London who visits the|
office of the Chancellor of the Exchequer,
ten if not one hundred pass on to view the
plate inacribed to Rare Ben Jenson In the
Abbey, or even g0 off in quest of the bare

{ apartments of the choleric old cynle of
{ Chelsaa.

The same Interest attoches to notable |
places In our own land, whether it be the |
rock at Plymouth, that marks the comlog of |
the early settlers, or the oak at Hartford |
that stood for the defence of liberty; or
Washington's headquarters, or the famous
apple tree At Appomatox.
| Uurown country i3 recognizing the im-
| portance of landmarks and monuments, and
thoe various statos are marking on the sites
| of the battlefields of the Civil War the po-
sitions occupied by the troops they furnished
in tho action.

But it may be said, the things that we
have mentioned stand out in the greater
life of the people. What have they to do
with life in thissequestered vale? They have
much to do with it. Growth and development
inthe local community 18 just as Important
both in kind and In degree as is the growth
of the more striking life. The lives of the
| greatest of men are chiefly talzon up with the
detalls of simple living while the lives
of most men are entirely so marked. Loocal
interests preponderate in every community
and attach tous every on side. They practi-
cally bound our lives.

Yet ineldonts in the simplae life of 1 com- ;
mwuplity have a varying value. Bome stand |
out distinetlve as marking & begloniog or a;
change or & crisls in the midst of events |
that otherwlse move In even tenor. ‘Then, .
too, individuals in the lesser spheres oxert
wo fnfluence or direct & movement guite in
parallel if not in keeping with the greater
movements of the larger world,. And we
thut stand within the Immediate infinence
feol the effect far more than the effect of the
groater incidents In the larger natlonal life,
much more remote.

Such indlvidusls and such iocldents de-
sorve recognition and landmarks and monu-
ments may well be erected t0 commemorate
their work and service. A peries of such,
j selected with discrimioation may have a
historic value in thelr connections apart
from thelr Individual worth. Buch a series
should be chronologizal, should mark epochs, |
should illustrate causes of growth and proa- |
perity and distinguish general movements as
wall us the acts of individuals,




A tablet set up by the public should stand | Cunadian Lawrence Barth, the ploneer who

for more than a name, 1t should stand for o
type or cluss, for an ides or line of actlon,for
something that has affected the interest or
the life of the people. We are .not here Lo
honor Pauguette alone. [t I8 rather that he

" this Wanona, the first to break Its virgin

stands out slgnally as & type of the men who !

wors muking the modest history of thls com-
munity some three score Yoars ago.
Not every worthy Individual or every
worthy act can claim a distlonetive recognl-
| tlon. Worthy men and worthy desds are

like the loaves of the forest. 1t s only when

they open & way or mark a ¢risis or are su-
| poreminent in degree that we can distin-
| gulsh them from their klod, Then we should
| mot fall Lo give them consideration in meas-
! ure with thelr prominence. The cord that
| conoects them will become the thread of
| Jocul history.

We are living on historle ground. OQur clty
and [ts immediate vicinity are rich in men
and {ocidents that ure worthy of such desig-
uatlon.

And pnow to particulars: We are now living
upon the line of & great natural thorough-
fare, on a ground that was made the site of
towns and camps and burial places of the
prehistoric teibes that dominated this wil-
derness bafore the advent of the whites, The
Ioxes, Sauks, Menomonies and Winnebagoes
and others, all rendezyoused in turn at this
mecting ot the waters. Any knowledge that
those now llving may possess of these sites
I8 fast becoming limited. The monnds that
cover thelr dead are woaring down through
the operations of nature and the effects of
teultlvation. Ina short time all traditlonal

knowledge will bo gone and every natural
vestlge will have disappeared.

Sultable tablets should designate these
spots and at the sume time the knowledge
and Information still existent should be
gathered and written down Ln charts and de-

{ geriptions and filed In public repositories.

| Such facts will have s vulue in themselves
growing out of loeal Interest and they will
have a value ln relation to the groat mass of
other similar facts that are to be worked up
by the future historlan and antiguariaa.

It is nutural perbaps to be indifferont to
that which lles anround us, Investigators
travel hundreds of miles toexamine what 1s
1ylog fn profusion ut our very doors or in

| ¢lose proximity.

| elfic and north of the Neenah aloog the Fox
are there numerous but disuppearing

mounds. We should rejoice in our oppor-

| tunity to visit, explore wnd sultably desig-
nate them.

'hen when we shall have glven the pre-
historlc remalns the attendance they deserve,

{ wa should turn to the coming of our own
race. Onp the banks of the Wisconsln we
should ralse a tablet to the great Marquette
who first disclosed the path through this
savage wilderness—a herald at once of
truth and elvillzntion. The state bas placed
hisstatue in Statuary ball in the capitol at

Washipgton. Why should we not hasten to

cluim our share In greatness?

Then, we should ralse another tablet upon

| the Fox to the shmple and unlettered French

| this vicinage for o generation—the portaging
L of canoes and keelboats from river to river,

was the first to bring his household goeds to

goll. Not that he was great, but he was first
and stands for a cluss. The history of Por-
tage must forever start with the uncouth
Frenchman who with others of his kind ini-
tisted the first and only occupations that
were to hold the attention of the people of

and the prosecution of an Indian barter in
whichi they trafficked for peltries, their
blunkets, cotton, beads and deadly firearms
and even more deadly firewater., Wherein
was Solomon Juneaun any better for whom |
Milwaukee has named a park and set up o
munument? |

Another tablet should commemorale the'
bullding of Fort Winnebago and the dawn of
anewlife. It wasa most important event
in the bistory of this loculity and marked at
once the culmination and the decline of the
groeat fur trade that from the beginnlog had
ruled the lives of the people of the north-
west buat that was socon 1o yleld
to the rising industry of tho
lend irnfiic that acting direetly and in-
directly was to people the state and revolu-
tionize its trade and life.

S0, t00, a tablat should mark the spot when
ground was first broken for the canal that
promised so mueh and yet has brought us so
little. The first suggestion of a canal was
mude by those who wished thereby to de-
volop & route tothe East for thelead trade;
but the tardy oullding resulted in that trat-
fic being diverted to other chapnels. But
the canal stands for a past idea in the minds
of men and is directly responsible for a
great aceretion in our population.

Then too the building of the first rallway
should be marked by an appropriate tablet
erected In memory of—shall we call it the
folly, or the public spirit of—those who
poured thelr fortunes, their homes, their
farms Into the maw of that corporation
koown ns the Milwaukee and La Crosse
Ruilway Company. The bullding, supported
as It was by the people along the line and
espectally by the eltlzens of Portage, was

| another most lmportant event in our his-

| tory, withont whieh we might stand aloof

| and nlone, like nelghboring Friendship, in

Alopng the Baraboo, in Pa- |

friendship perhaps but out of fellowship
with the rest of the world.

It may ba invidious to distinguish among
our former citizens, but it would be wall to
gelect one who first and best perhaps repre-
sents that tide of incoming American life
that has made our ¢ity what itis today—one
who came early and came to stay, who lived
long among us, served well both city and
state and who at the close of a worthy life
found hislast resting place within our lmits.
You have, doubtless anticlpated the name
of Henty Merrell, In such a selection we
would not disparage the clalms of Daniel
Whitney or Captain Low or Henry Carpen-
ter orothers who camen  little later in the

stream.
I thunk I shall elicit the approval of ull

when I suggest au tablet to be erected on



| tive in what they represent,

Agency HI to the memory of Mres, Kinzie,
whose husband as Indlan Agent erceted the
Agency House still standing on the ominence
aeross from the site of Fort Winnebago.

Thislady In her graceful and charming
narrotlve of Waubun, has forever made
faumous the early days of Portage, and has
awakensd an Interest In our locallty and
glven us & nnme far beyond our borders. She
worthily opened the first literary page in our
history and in this aspect deserves well not
only of literary clubs but of the entire com-
munity.

While I shall not attempt to complete a
list, I belleve that within our proeinets
should De erected & monument to all our
goldiers dear and <a {ts walls should be in-

geribed the numes of every son and eitlzen |

that Portage has sent forth  in any war to
battle for his country.

Tablets like these will in their connection
toll the story of our hamlei and children
will insensibly learn its history even as they
learn its topograghy and the nomoenclature
of 1ts thoroughfares, The tablet of such a
serles as they, stand for purpose and initia-
will emphasize

the value of these gqualitles and so0 teach o

i moral as well a o practical lesson in 1ife.

Pauquette's Eventful Career"

Mr. A. J. Turner’s biographical
sketch outlined the life and work of
Pauquette. He said:

Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen :

The oceasion of our meeting here to-
day is to witness the placing of a “Me-
morial Tablet” to mark the spot where
Pierre Paunquette, famed as a fur trader,
freighter over the Winnebago portage,
government interpreter and scout, and
renowned as a “Modern Samson,’” laid
buried for so many years, the exact spot
having been unmarked, and knowledge
of it unknown to the present generation,

until his remains were unearthed last lives of famous men; nevertheless he
year, while the workmen were engaged  had his own field in the rude beginnings

in making the excavation for this build-
ing, at a point directly beneath the spot
where the tablet is to be placed.

The tablet has been prepared by that

| public spirited woman’s club known as

the “Golden Gossips,”’ who are supple-
menting—indeed are they mnot pio-
neering ?—the work of a state organiza-
tion known as the “Landmark Club,”
whose laudible mission it is to mark, in
some permanent manner, all points pos-
sesging historical interest within the
gtate of Wisconsin, A few years ago
another woman’s club, the D. A, R,
engaged in the same commendable
work, planted an elm tree on the op-
posite side of the street from where we
now stand, to mark the spot where the

' the Men of the Early Day at the Winne-

firet church was erected in Wisconsin
between the great lakes and the Missis-
gippi river. The church, a somewhat
primitive affair constructed of logs, was
built by Pierre Pauquette, under the
inspiration he received from the famous
Dominican missionary Father Samuele
Carlo Mazzuchelli, who was the first of
his ecalling to bring tidings of the Master
to the untutored savage in this loeality.
Let us hope that the spot where this
church stood will be further marked, in
the near future, by some other club or
organization, by the placing of a marble I
tablet on it,

Lot no one misconstrne the purpose
of what is being done here today. It is
not to unduly exalt or glorify the life
and services of Pierre Pauquette, but

{ rather to preserve to posterity a knowl-

edged of local events that have, at times,
been of absorbing local interest. The
location of the church Pauquette bnilt,
the point where he met his tragic death,
and place of burial are landmarks, and
as snch, it is entirely fitting that what
these ladies are doing today should be
done. Let their example be emulated
by others antil all such points have been
permanently marked. |

In his day the name of Pierre Pau-|
quette was probably more frequently on
the tongnes of men than that of any!
other man in Wisconsin. He wasnota |
great man, in the proper acceptance of
the term, for he was uneducated and
could neither read nor write, I believe,
and possessed none of those attainments
which are usually associated with the

of onr west, among the Red Men, and

bago Portage, in which he was famons
above nll others, and his name wasa
housshold word for many years, even
after his tragic death. So it is fitting
that events relating to his career should
be commomorated, as these ladies
would do,

Pierre, or as his name was sometimes
anglicised, “‘Peter” Pauguette was born
at or near St. Louis of & French father!
and a Winnebago woman in 1795, But |
little is known of his early life much of
which was spent among the variouns)
tribes in the far west, trapping and |
trading in furs, under the auspices oll
the Southwest Fur Company, whichata |




later period became merged with the |

American Far Company of whioh the
master gpirit was John Jacob Astor who
‘had s post at the Winnebago FPortage,
| a8 this locality was known in the early
; day. He was married in Prairie du
| Chien in 1818 to Therese Orele, danghter
| of Joseph Crele, who obtained much no-
| toriety on account. of his fabled age.
! He eame to the portage to do the trans-
porting between the Fox and Wisconsin
rivers as the agent of the American Far
Company. Panquette also did a little
business on the side as a trader, his post
being on the opposite side of the river at
the sonth end of the bridge. It was

were told by men as truthful as any,
and impressed me with the feeling that
Pauguette was indeed, a “Modern Sam-
son,'” and so Pierre Pauguette became
locally famous, and his name is insep-
arably connected with the early history
of Portage and itis fitting that he shonld
be remembered in the manner we are
now doing.

As already related Pauquette built
the firat chureh in the eity, although he

was not, as Hon. Bat. Clark has in-

formed nsg, a member of the church.

' He was buried under it, but the charch

while he was thus engaged asa freighter

and trader that he gained the power and
influnence that made him the noted man
he became, He wae also a farmer hav-
ing possessed the famous Bellefountain
farm, and he was the government farm-
pr for the Indians who were being in-
gtructed in the art of agriculture at the
Indian Farms in the town of Caledonia.

dian character, who was held by them
in an almost superstitions idolatry, that
hig control over them was almost
boundless,

His death occarred in 1836, the rvesalt
of an altercation he had with an Indian,
| but this is not the oceasion to dwell in

detail on that tragic event which so

shocked the people of the northwest
and which was so universally deplored.
The details of the incident are fully set
forth in the Wisconsin Historical Col-
lections [Vols. 7, 8] and History of Co-
lumbia Co.

To the people of Portage of today it
many not seem that Pauquette had left
his impress on affairs to such an extent
as to warrant much ado over his mem-
ory. Lspeak from the standpoint of
half a centary ago, and the lapse of fifty
years is to relegate to obscurity the
names of many men who were justly
famons in their day. When 1first ecame
to Portage I heard no other name so

‘told of him, by such men as Hon. Henry
Merrell, Hon. Sat. Clark, B. L. Webb
(one of the proprietors of Webb & Doon
gon's plat) and others who delighted to
recount anecdotes of him and tell of his
marvelous feats of strength, some of
which almost challenged belief, but they

frequently as I did that of Pauquette.
I often listened to the wonderful tales

So familiar was Panguette with In-

was destroyed by five abount 1840. His
grave was surrounded by an elaborate
palisaded inclosure, which remained
until it hecame necessary to remove his
remains, as the grave was found to be
gituaterd in a street which had been plat-
ted. They were moved to the point
which is now to be permanently marked
as Paugunette’s resting place until they
were oxhumed, Aung. 19, 1904, while
workmen were engaged in the constrae-
tion of this building. 1t had been the
purpose of Hon, Benj. L. Webb to erect

an elaborate monument to Panquette,

and hie deeded the lot to the Catholic
church, with the condition that his
grave should be suitably eared for. His
family elected that his remains should
be finally interrved in the Catholic cem-
etery where a burial lot had been re-
gerved for him. A futile effort was
made at one time to find his remains,
but it must be concladed that they were
feebly made, for their exact location
could have been easily nscertained at
that time. The neglect was keenly felt,
and his son, Moses, gave expression to
his feelings in a paper which may be
foand in the Wisconsin Historieal Col-
lection., [Vol. XII¥|

When Pauguette’s remains were
brought to light, his aged daughter,

Therese, who is an interested spectator,
of what is being done here today, and

who appreciates to the follest what is
being done in honor of her father, was

immediately notified, and she made the
journey to this city before many of us

had partaken of our morning meal. !

The next day, Aungust 20, Panquette’s
remains were once more consigned to
mother earth, in the Catholic cemetery.

#7 gubmit that this treatment of Pierre Pan-
quelie’s bones by the suceessors of these for those
whom he erectect the first mission chapel at the
Portage is ungenerous.’  XILL




with appropriate ceremonies, where they
are to remain for the balance of unre-
corded time.

Tadies of the Golden Gossip Club, 1
i am commissioned by Mrs. Prescott and
ffamily to return to you their sincere
i thanks for your exceeding kindness in
E the offices you have performed in honor
:’uf their distinguished forbear.




