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The Citizenship of

How many people are there in Portage
who have a very difinite idea of how
many different nations, territories, states,
counties, towns, ete., the territory now
cmbraced in the city bas constituted a
part of ? Probably not one. To aid the
student of the subject the following pa-
per has been prepared for our columns
by Mr. A. J. Turner of this city.

While it is a matter of speculation
rather than one of definite historical
value, it is interesting to note that Wis-
congin as a part of the North American
eontinent wasineluded in claims made by
Spain, France and England by virtue of
early discoveries, Spain's vast and un-
defined claim to North Amerien  sinee
1512, under the name of the province of
Florida, (or Pascua Florida, as Ponce de
Leon ealled it), included Wisconsin, and
her priority of administration in the pen-
insula of Florida and along the Gulf of
Mexico gives force to the claim of that
nation to thie Mississippi Valley.

But France, through the discovery ol
the St, Lawrence by Cartier, in 1534, the
exploration by Nicolet about a century
later, and the formal action of taking
possesaion of S, Susson in 1671 at Sault
Ste, Marie gave her a stronger title to
sovereignty to this section, since her oe-
cupation of the mouth of the Missizsippi
River. Wisconsin may thus be said to
have belonged first to Spain, although
her jurisdiction over the territory was
but nominal, for no one, under her au-
thority, had eyerset foot within the limits
of Wisconsin, and then to France.

If the reader of this article were an
“0]d Settler” of Portage, and had resided
here ever since Juan Ponce de Leon
lapded on the shores of Flovida in 1o12,
he would have lived under many different
foris of government, and owed allegiance
to many different rulers,

At first he would have been o subjeel
of Spain, (if her cluim to jurisdiciion be
recognized) in her province of. Pascua
Tlorida, embracing the whole of North
meriea, with Ponce de Leon as itg gove

nor,

T'his relation with Spain continned un-
A 1634, when the king of France and
Navarre claimed the tevritory by virtue
of the discovery of the 8t. Lawrenee by
Jacques Cartier, and excrcised jurisdic-
tion over the northwest, and now our
“old settler” became an inhabitant of
France's colony of New France. He
narrowly escaped living in “Frontenacie”
a little Inter for the tervitory in South-

(1711 the government of Louisiana, com-
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western Wisconsin was placed on the
map by Marquette and Joliet in 1673 by
that designation, but it never received
the official approval of Frontenae, the
Governor General of New  France, io
whose honor the name was songht to be|
bestowed.  French dominion of New
France, however, did not actually com-.
mence until 1671, when Lonis XIIT be-|
came the first sovereigmof Wisconsin.

In 1682 the Sieur La Salle discovered
the DMississippi river, going via Lake
Michigan and the Lilinois river, and not
via the Fox and Wisconsin rivers, as some’
have supposed. On reaching its mouth he
crected a column and a cross, bearing the
arms of France and inscribed upon it the
words:  “Louis the Great, Ring of
France and Navarre, reiguning April 4,
1682, and formully took possession for
France of all the country watered by the |
Mississippi. He pamed it Louisiana and
the “old settler” became an inhabitant of
that portion of France's dominion. In

prising all of what was konown as the
“IHlinois country” was placed in the hands |
of Diran D’Artaguette as Governor Gen-
eral, with headquarters at Mobile. !
Louisiana was at that time held by
IPrance to embrace the whole valley of
the Mississippl and all its tributaries aod
to extend porth to the Great Lakes and
the waters of Hudson's Bay and of course
included all the present state of Wis-!
consin. i
War broke out between IFrance and)
Great Britain in 1753 for right of domin-
fon in Ameriea, By the treaty of Febru-
ary 10, 1763, right of dominion was trans-
ferred to the iatter, whereupon the|
British king issued his proclamation,
Oct. 7, 1763, dividing his newly aequired
territory inte four distinct provinees, and
now our “‘old settler” foumd himself an |
inhabitant of that portion of the king's|
realm designated as Quebee.  He con- |
tinued in that relation until 1788, whan |
by the treaty of peace between Great
Britain and the Colenies, terminating the
war for the independence of the Colonics, t
to whom he owed allegianee became in-!
valved in some uncertainty, for the!
Eritish continued to m=aintain their posts
i the northwest, elaiming that this gov-
ernment had not complied with certain
terms of the trealy on their part, and so
our “‘old settler” was a sort of a political
orphan—a wan without a4 country-—or
rather a man who had two of them.
While this condition of affairs existed
thbe Captain General of the Province of
Quebee assumed o exercise  authority
heve, and, in 1788, he divided the prov-
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ince into two separate (istricls angd oyp SIess, wansierred, trom Alinois to " the
“old settler” beeame a citizen of Hesge, < Lerritory of Michigan; and he found
province of Quebece. On the 25th of Rimsell by proclamation of Governor
November, 1790, the Imperial Parliament | Cass, under date of Oct. 26. 1818, a pos-
divided the Provinee of Quebec into Up- sible resident of either of -two counties,
per and Lower Canada and now the '“old | fOr the Governorhad designated a north
settler” resided in Hesse, Upper Canada, | &0d south line drawn through the center
if he was a subject of Great Britian at a1, | ©f the portage asthe dividing line between
If not, he was n citizen of one of the Col- | 11e counties of Brown and Crawford. If
ovies, cither Virginia or Massachusetts, | b€ lived cast of that line he was a resi-
“I1 is probable that the elaim of Mnssa- | dent of Brown county, if west of it, he
chusetts (to this section of Wisconsin) [j W88 1D Crawford county.
would have been regarded as good law,” (_Jl.l the 29th of October, 1829, the Legis-
says Channing, and so the *‘old settler” || 18tive Council of Michigan passed an act
would have been n resident of the (pl- !ﬂ take CIEFC’.' the first of Jﬂﬂual‘}' fullﬂW'
ony of Massachusetts. In 1387, by the || 1D& creating the county of Jowa,  All
famous ordinance of that year, all the col- west of a line drawn through the center
onies relinguished their “elaims to the 17 ©f the portage, and south. of it, and!
Territory and the Northwest Tervitory | south of the Wisconsin river, was to con- !
was organized and g0 our “-old settler” || Stitute the new county. So now our *“old |
became an inhabitant of the Northwes || etiler” lived in Brown county if his,
Territory. i place of residence was north of the port- |
In his plan for the division of (he || 22e (practically Bronson’s Avenue) and
Northwest Territory, Jefferson had se- lg cast of a line drawn midway between the
lected the name “*Michigania” for it, but | Fox and Wisconsin rivers; if he lived
the “‘old settler” was never permitted to ;isuulh of the portage and west of 'the
be an inhabitant of a state of that name, || conter line he was in ~ Iowa
but subsequently he enjoyed eitizenship :| county, and if he lived south of the Wis-
in the territory of “Michiran,” © 7 || consin river he was in Crawford county.
All doubt to whom he really owed al ||, Onthe Tth of December, 1836, the
lf'l_;gjm]cﬁ wias removed by the “Jay ! Territorial GDUEI]C“ of Wisconsin created
| Treaty” of 1796, by which the Crown re-° F.hp county of1 I{ormgu, which embraced
linguished its claim to the territory in Within its limits all of the present
digpute and withdrew from its occupancy, county of Columbia (excepting that por-
and =0 our “‘old settler” could now write Uon north of town 11 and west of Range

his title elear to citizenship of the United ) and the territory now comprising the
States, as he undoubtedly had been from toWns of Fox Lake, Westford, Calamus
the time the independence of the Colonies ; #0d Elba, and those portions of the
was acknowledged, towns of Merrimack, Prairie du Sac and
While the territory in the northwest 3umter in Sauk county, lying in Town 10,
was in this nbnormal condition and Vir- | Ronges Gand 7. The county seat was
inia was laying claim to it, largely by 19.“”?,[1 at the “Town of Winnebago
reason of the sneeess of George Rogers | City.” No town of that name had ever
Clark’s military expeditions fitted out in | Deen organized, but the Portage Canal
Virginia to operate against the DBritish Lm;umyy had platted the old French
west of the Alleghanies, the legislature of claim No. 21, (the Grignon tract), as the
| that state organized the counly of Illi- | lown of “Winnebago Portage,” but the
i nois, which if Virginia’s claim to the : plat never becameé an official record, I
| Northwest Territory was valid would || belive, so our “old settler” now began to |
!hﬂr.rﬂ miade our “old settler” an inhabitant Lo l.].'l.u':-l.i.- it _g_ﬂ"erunlent was grﬂdu!ﬂl}"
{of that eounty, State of Virginia, but the drawing its coils, serpentine like, around
i elaim was never recognized as a substan- | 1im. He probably didn’t like these en-
lial one. cropchments on his liberties, but he
i On the Tth of May, 1500, ihe territory didn’t revolt.
'of Indiana was created out of the North- | On the 12th of January, 1838, the
west Territory, which embraced, with | County seat of Portage county was
other territory, what is now Wiecongin, | ¢tanged to Kentucky City (now De-
with “‘Sainte Vincennes, on the Wabash” | korra) but it never became the county
ns Wayne county; just roll over and he | Seatin fact, for by the same act, (January
was ontside of his jurisdiction. | 12, 1838) the catire county of Portage was
When the Territory of Illinois was | designated as the town of “Lowe"” and
created in 1809, our “old settler” was | the polls were established at the “‘Agency
legislated into the county of St. Clair, House,” but I find no record that they
which included the whole of the present | Were ever opened.
Territory of Illinois and Wisconsin, ex- | On February 18, 1841, the legislature
tending to the British possessions, and | evlarged the boundaries of Portage |
pur *‘old settler” now had to go to Kas- [ county by adding ‘‘all that district of |
kaskia to transact his eounty business. county lying immediately north of the |
Sept. 14, 1812, St. Clair county was di- | county of Sauk and the county of. Port- |
vided, and the northern part of the ter- | 8¢ as now (then) constituted, being
vitory of Illinois, and the whole of Wis. | [langes 3, 3, 4,5, 6,7, 8 and 9 east, of
consin bename Madison county, the 4th Principal Meridian, excepling
On the 8d of December, 1818, the *‘old | fractivnal townships 14 and 15 in Range i
settler's” allegiance was, by act of con-| 9. These fractional townships do not|
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appeuar to have been surveyed but why ||
they were excepled from the geographi- |
jeal limils. of the county of Portage is ||
|[1|fhcu1t to understand, shall be anod the |

|

saime is herbby annexed and made a part
{of the county of Portage.” The territory
|described extended to Lake Superior.
{ The county officers were directed to hold
their ofices at “*“Wisconsin Portage;” so
our ‘‘old settler,” while he found his
teounty limils expanding, remained a
|citizen of the unorganized town of Lowe.

i On the 3rd of February, 1846, the
;ecounty of Columbia with its present
i limits was established by the legislature,
It did not include some of the north-
western portion of the eounly because

the Indian title kad not been extin-
guished.
On the 16th of July, 1846, the county |

commissioners met and divided the
county into precinets, and our *“‘old set-
tler” was now in ‘Winnebago Portage
precinet, which included all of the pres-;
ent lown of Fort Winnebago, east of Fox
river, the north half of Pacifie, and all of
Caledonia lying north of DBaraboo. All
of the balance of the northwest part of
the county was included within its terri-
torial limits; but it still was “Indian
lands,” the Indian title not haviog been
extinguished.

The county board, January 3, 1550,
created the town of Port Hope (the pres-
ent town of Fort Winnebago), and our

Vinnebago Portage, as we had been
known, now became the town of Fort |
Winnebago, and November 12, 1350, the
name wag again changed o Portage City,
and in 1854 the town was incorporated as
n eity to hie known as Portage,

So our “old settler” would have been
under the jurisdiction of:

Bpain, 1512 to 1634, 122 years,

France, 1634 to 1762, 128 years.

Great Britain, 1703 to 1784, 20 years,

United States, 1783 to 1803, 115 years. |

While in Spain, he would have been in |
the provinee of Pascua Florida, and !
while in Fraoce he wounld have been in

the colony of ~New France and |
later of  Louisiana, and barely |
cseaped  being  in “Frontenacie.” |

While & subject of Great Britain he |
would have been first in the province of
Quebec and then in the district of Hesse,
Province of Quebee, and a little® later,
Hesse, Upper Canada. |
When he became a citizen of the |
United States he was firat o citizen of:
S‘g‘&m Northwest Territory from 1787 to
1 .
Territory of Indiana, {rom 1800 to 1809,
Territory of Ilinois, from 1809 1o 1818,
%‘é:rrilory of Michigan, from 1818 to
18

H;I‘crritnry of Wisconsin, from 1836 to
1848,
State of Wisconsin, from 1848 to 1808.
And when he was a resident of these
territories he would bave had citizenship
in the following countics:
County of Wayne, from 1706 to 1800,
County of St. Claire, from 1809 to 1812,

County of Madison, from 1812 to 1o18,
County of Brown, from 1818 to 1820, -
County of Portage, from 1829 to 1846, |
County of Columbia, from 1846 to 1898,
He would also have been. a resident of
the towns of:
Lowe, from 1338 to 1841.
Winnebago Portage, from 184110 1849, | -
Port Hope, from 1849 to 1850, .
Fort Winnebago, from 1850 to 1853,
Portage City, from 1852 to 1854,
City of Portage, from 1854 to 1808,
And our “old settler” might and at cer- |
tain times have found himself an inhabi-
tant of either of the counties of Brown,
Crawford or Iowa, in the same week, for
a portion of Portage was embraced in
each of those counties at the same time,

i and the migratory babits of the old timer

might have placed him today in one
county, tomorrow in another and the
next day in a third, without getting out
of the limits of Portage at all, and if he
had been trapping on Rocky Run, down
in the town of Lowvyille, on the Gth of
September, 1834, he would have found
himself witkin the jurisdiction of the'
town and county of Milwaukee for the

feounty of that name was created by the

territorial court of Michigan on that date.
At times he might have been a resident

i of either of the towns of Lewiston or
Caledonia as the present territorial limits

Portage embrace what was a portion of
these towns when they were first or-
ranized.




