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Portage

Halted By the Coming
;Of the _Bailroads;”“

Fox-Wisconsin Water Route
Early Promised This City |
Chance To Be One Of i
Largest In State

1

o+ HE fate of invention in improv-|
l ing transportation so marks me%
I

development of a country that
a ¢ity destined  to hecome @ large
commercial center may be turned

beecome n third or fourth class mmut-
icipality. 'Such 2 fate cumne 19 Port-
age as the result of the development
of the railroads in Wisconsin, Tor
« time the development of the Fox-
Wwisconsin water route marked Port-
age wilh the possibility of becoming,
Jae of the largest cities in the state..
And then the railroads came 10 make

aside in its path of progress 10 cml}']
|

the water route system & back num-
ber.
0 the —early development of ihe

state Portage was lavishly favored by
nature. Standing on the little isthmus
of land between the Fox and Wiseon-
sin rivers routes a panoranlll of im-
portant personages crossed its acres.
The authentic history of Portage may |
he said to begin June 14, 1673, with |
the. passage of Marquette and - Joliet :
over the portage on their
journey down the nlisgisuippi  river.
I commemoration of this event, the

historic §
| flotilla. of thirty-five boats carrying

Visit of La Honian

The next visit of importance to ihe
poriage was made in 16587 by Baron
T.a. Hontan, a French writer, who
has left a description of this primeval
couniry in his book, “New YVovages."
in 1766 Jonathan Carver, an English
writer, who was to lay claim to the
lands in northern Wisconsin passed
this way on his trip to St Anthony |
Falls on the Mississippi river.

“ip 1778 the portage Dbecame the
rendezvous of an  expedition under
Charles Gautier,” says Inez C. Mar-
rill in a thesis on this subject. “The |
St. Louis Expedition passed over the]
portage in 1736 In the same ¥ear
Joseph Anisee, Council of Indians at
the poriage, delivered o message
from the governor of Maclkinac to the
vavheds of, the region. A fur trading’
oli avad established in 1800, and in
<518 thd' ovértand division of the As-
torian BExpedition to the Pacilic went
westward by way of the portage.

“The portage became an important
military highway. Major 5. 11. Long
visited the spot in 1837 and 1822 on
government exploring expeditions, In
1819 the Fifth regiment of T. 8. in-
fantry made the portage on its way
from ¥Ft. IHoward on Green Bay to Wt
Crawford on the Mississippl. In 1826 o

the Third U, 8. infantry from Green

waupun chapter of the Daughters 0L} pay 45 St. Louis passed over the port-

e American Revolution, Ooctober 19,
1905, erected at the intersection of
Brouson and Wisconsin sireets in L‘t113|
city - of  Portage 2 monument of red
granite, rock faced, except upon one
side which bears the tollowing in-
peription: |
«phis tablet marks the place
near whieh  Jaeques Margueito
and Louls Joliet entered {he Wis-

consin River, June 14, 16737

L age.

| tween the east

Ceneral Cass in 1827 made the
portage, investigating the feeling of
l.]m Winnebagoes toward the United
States povernment. Thus we see that
the Fox-Wisconsin portage was used
for about a centary as the most conl-
venient and safest passageway be-
and the northwest.
During this time it was. explored by
both the French and the English.”



Poriago Established li

Many causes led to the establish-}city one day last weelk, loaded with |
‘ment of a fort at the portage between | merchandise and supplies for our |
the Fex and Wisconsin rivers. Forts|neighbors at the North. Many faml-|
{ had already been erected at Green Bay | lies come here a distance of twenty, !
tand at Prairie du Chlen. With Fort | lorty, and sixty miles to shop. The)

"Howard at the northeastern terminus
of the uatural route of Indian and
CIrench discoverers, Fort Winnebago
fat the pertage, and Fort Crawford at
sthe southeastern end, the chain of [or-
i tifications would be complete, and theo
rounte would be comparativley safe.
Several conditions abhout the open-
fug of the 19th century. made the
iilding of the fort at this time neces-
zaryv. In 1800 John Jacob Astor, who
was at the head of the American Fur
company, had established a post at
the portage. After the War of 1812 the

company rapidly extended ils opera- | aration was seeking the West, and
tions into the valley of tha Fox and | Port Winnebago became the point

Wiseonsin rivers. The Winnebago!

Indiansg, who lived in ihis district, lev-}

ed exhorbtant tolls upon this fur

irade. Consequently, Astor in 1828 ap-|crossed the Wisconsin in the neigh-

pealed to the United States. govern-

fment (o establish a military fort as nggrunts came through in large wagons

| protection against these exactions. i
Barracks Erected
Temporary barracks were erected)
Lfor It Winnebago hy December 29th,
11828, and work was immediately start- |
fed on the permanent buildings. It
Pywas garrizoned until the opening of

{of the troops were reiosed, and .an
| old soldier, Captain Willjpah Wier, ns
put in charge. In 1853 the fixtures
anid furniiure was sold at publie aune-
tion under direction of Jeferson Da-|
viz, who had spent much of his early
life at the fort. A number of the
tmildings were destroved by fire in
1856. The old wooden eagle that stood
over ihe entrance is now in the Port
ape public library.

The earliest road built through Co-|
lnmbin county was bullt in 1832 hj.'i
grder of Louis Cass, seerelary of war,
heerause of expectations of Indian
troubles after the Black Iawk. This
roand was known as the old Milltary
rord and led from Pt Howasrd to Port
Winnebago and thence to Fort Craw-
ford.

In 1837 a territorial road was open-
fed, which during certain seasons of
lthe year was more popular than the
CMilitary road. It led from Fort Win-
| nebago to Mavcellon, thence unrllmm;t:
luntil it intersected the Jlilitary road
fat Fond du Lac. .
| “The River Times” for November
| 21. 1856, says: |

“Forty-three heavy teams left this

' splendid valley of the Lemonweir, the
i Necedah, the Yellow river, the Rocke-
{ g-cris, and other tributavles of the
|'Wisconsin have heen settled rapidly
‘and Portage is the natural point for
trade. Men who are acqualnted with
the facts inform us that the trade of
IFortage for the past two vears has
i been considerable greater than that of
i Madison. In 1850, Elias Thomas
i hauled goods to the fort from Mil-
i waukee by team. This route was kept|
Fnp until 1856, |
| By 1830 the eastern portion of the |
'state was nearly all settled, so emi-

from which settlement radiated. Dur-

ing the summer and fall of 1350, 1£}~~;r
000 persons  with teams ' and stock

horhood of the portage. The emi-

drawn by from four to eight oxen.
Sometimes .they drove with them cat-
tle, hogs, and sheep,
Urged Canal Development
Then came the agitation for the de-
velopment of a canal and the improve-
ment of the IFox river route that

e afevfoan var in 1845, S yost | FouLd, result i makine Toriso i

imake the route available for this new |

|comrmerce, it was necessary that ex-|
tensive improvementis be carried omn.|
The first act for improvement was in |
1846. It was for the specific pur-|
pose of improving the rivers and eﬂn-i
structing o canal between them, and |
consisted  of one-half the land fori
three miles on each side of the canal:
the Fox river and the lakes through!
which it passed. For a few years, the
prospects. for a speedy completion of
thie contemplated work seemed bright.

A steam dredge was constructed|
and put to work on the Upper Fox.
ontracts were let for the canal and
locks at Portage, and for the improve-
ment of Rapids Croche. After many
vears of changing hands, the govern-
ment finally gained contrel of the im-
provement of the highway., Consider-
able sums of money had been appro-
priated for the work, the greater part
of which seems to have gone for dam-
ages to the property holders along the
river, - Work on the Fox river, par-
ticularly the part below Lake Winne-
bago, still continues and additional
appropriations are continually mad2
at the present. Six  hundred and
eighty thousand aecres of land, nearly

'two million dollars of private capital,

and as much more in public money

was expended on the two rivers, with |

apparently no results.

“The city of Portage.” says MMiss
Merrill, “had much faith that the
completion of the Fox-Wisconsin ca-
nal would make her the metropolis
af central Wisconsin, but the intro-
duction of the railroad made this an
impossibitity, The city continued to
grow, but not in such unprecedented
numbera as formerly. After the lay-
ing of the railroads, Portage received

‘only such trade as naturally centered

around that region, A great share of
the commerce intended for the North
and West passed over various other
railroad routes constructed ato about
the same time.

“Portage, itself, was in 1833 the ter-
minus of five projected rallroads.
Some of the reasons for making Pow-
togn a rallroad conter were, its =situ-
ation in the lumber region, and its
position on the routes of Immigra-
tion."

The influence of the railroads upon |

the settlement and the prosperity ot

lthe country in and about Portage i3

doubtless very great. Portagzo owes
much of its population and business
today to the fact that it is a railroad
coenter.



