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HISTORY OF THE “GRIGNON TRACT"
LR 'F'l'[i".

Portage of the Fox and Wisconsin Riv-
ers.

COMPILED BY FRED J. TURNENR.

The Grignon Claim, comprising & con-
siderable portion of the land between the
Fox and Wisconsin rivers where the city
of Portage now stands, belonged 1o what
is known as the sixth class of land claims,
in the territory of Michigan. This class
was composed of occupancies and extin-
guishments of native right, by individuals
since the country has appertained to the
United States. As early as 1802, directions

were given to the Indian Agent by the Sec. |

retary of War to investigate and report
the titles of this country. Subsequent
actg prov « for commissioners to meet
at Detrdi. o decide on land claims, were
passed in 1807, 1812, 1820 and in 1823.—
The fifth section of the act of February
1823, entitled “An act to revive and contin-
ue in force certain acts for the adjustment
of land claims in the territory of Michi-
ean,” reads as follows (se¢ annals of Con-
eress, 17th Congress,2d session, page 1543):
SrpcerioN O, And be it further enacted, That
any person who, on the firsy day of July, one
thousand elght-hundred and twelve, was i resl-
dent of Green Bay, Prairie du Chien, or within
the county of Michilimackinae, and, who, on tha
arid day, cccupied and eultivated or occupled a
tract of tand which had previously been enltiva- |
ted by snid ocoupant, lying within either of said
settlements, and who has continued to suhmit to
the authority of the United States, or the lecal
representatives of every guch perzen, ehuall be
confirmed in the tract so oceupied and cultivated:
and the said commigeioners in adjudicating on
cluime to land embraced by this act are author-
ized to take into their cousideration the evidence
f wind facts collected and reported to them by the
agents of the United States, pursunant to ihe pro-
virions of thenct of the 11th of May, one thou-
sand eizht hundred and twenty, a8 well ns such
other and further evidence and testimony ag may

the land ofce at Detroit is authorized sud requir-
cl:l_tn recelve and record all notices and claims to
| 1nmds provided for by the act, nnd which shall be_

! exhibited to him on or before the ficst day of Oc-
| tober next; Provided, however, That no person
| ghall be contirmed in a greater quantity than eix
lnndred and forty acres, nor shall any tract so
contirmed, exceed elghty arpeuts from front to
rear. And it shall be the duty of the Surveyor
General of the United States, under the direction
of the Sccretary of the Treasury, to cause the
| 1and confirmed by this act to be surveyed, at the
i expense of the claimants, vepectively; plats of
| which shall be returned 2s in other casee, and
| patents therefor shall be granted to the several

«| clalmante in the manner prescrived by aw.™

! Among other cluims submitted Dy
Grignon under this law, we find the fol-
lowing (see American State Papers—FPub-
lic Lands—Volume V. page 68):
CLAIM OF AUGUSTIN GRIGNOXN. ;
I, Augustin Griguon, do hereby enter my elaim |
to # certaln tract or pidee of land situated as fol-
lows, viz: Commencingon Fox River,one-fourth
of & mile below the present landing place or por- .
tage; running thence to the Wisconsin one-fourth
of & mile below the present landing place there- |
on: thence up the said Wisconsin three-fourths
of a mile; thence to the pickets which surround
the grave of the late John Feuyer, deceased:
thenee to Fox River, one-fourth of & mile below
the present landing and thenee to the place of
hcgiunim:,mp]mwd to contain about one section.
As witness my hand, at Green Bay, thiz 18th day

{ing the rights of the heirs of John Henyer, de-

or ehall be exhibited before them by the elaim- |
ants, to support their elapme,  And the registerof

of September, 13255
AUVGUSTIN GRIGNON.,

In presence of
N. G. Brax,

J. Gl Porlier,

TERRITORY OF MICHIGAY, |,
COUNTY OF BROWN, [

Laurent Tilly and Louis Bossarie, of the town- |
ghip of Green "l.'l:l.?', in the couniy and territory
aforesald, being duly sworn, depose and say that
u certain tract or picee of land, sitnated a8 ful-
fows, viz: (Then follows -:lu-acr’ip:iml s nhove),
was occupied and enltivated by Antoine Barth, in
the year A, D, 1503; the said Antoine Bartli sold
the seid plece or tract of land to Jobn Crmpbedl, |
who shortly after sold and conveyed away the |
game toJohn Ecnver, who died 1w the year A, Do |
120%; that the heirs of the said John Eeuyer oc- |
cupled sud cultivated the said tract or piece of §
tand until and after the 1st of July, A. D. 1812 ]
that they have from that dey continned to submit
to the aathority of the United States; that in the
vesr 1821 they, the said heirs, sold and conveyed
ihe anid tract or picce of land, aud all thelr right,
title, and interest in the same, to Augnstin Grig-

nomn.
LA L'IL-\Nl'l_‘ TILLY,
118
LOTUIS X DBOSSIRIE,
. merk

_']‘hie name of Louls Bossirle Interlined before

migning.

Sworn and subseri hed to hefore me thie 18th day
of September, A, D, 1825,

J. G. PoruERr, J. P,

Drrrorr, Oct. 31, 1825,
In the preceding case of Augunstin Grignon at
the portage of Wisconsin, the eommiseioners do
not consider the claim ws coming within their
powera; it is recommended for confirmation =av-

coneed,

Page 70, same work, shows that the
heirs of Ecuyer denied the sale to Grig-
non.




CLAIM OF BENIJAMIN ECUYER.

Je, Bejamin Ecayer, entre mon clame d'un lot
de terre, sitne an portage do Ouisconein, courant
de la rive do fleave sur In riviere de Renards, un
deml millie, plus ou molen et contenant une sec-

tion, cultue ¢t possede par Jean Eenyler, (sic) un | mission to transport goods over the Por-

aix-hoit cent huit, et par ges herltivrs depaiz en
dix-hnit cent douse,

his
BESJAMIN X

nark

ECUYER.
Temalpe, 4. G PORLIEL.

Les goneaiznes, Lagrent Tilly et Louis Bonfre,
exrlifient que le Lol reelame par Benjamin Henyer
au porfege do Ouisconsln, o ete posscdgp ef cultive
par s Famille, In dix-huit cent douze; et gue Jo
did Benjamin Ecuric n'a jamauis porthe les armes
vontre les Elafe Unie,

LAU H.E’.\']'l; TILLY,

1ia
LOUIS X BOUFRE.
mark
Bay Verte, In I8th Seplembre, 1523.
Sworn aud subaeribed to hefore moe this 18t day
of September, 1823,
J. G, Ponier, J. P

DeTrorr, Oct, 3i, 185,

The tract alluded to in the precoding claim hins
heen recommended for conflrmatien o Augustin
Cirbgnon resceving the righta of the beirs of Join
Beuyver, doceased.

These transcripts from the report of the
commissioners on land claims in the Ter-
ritory of Michigan, are well illustrated by
comparison with the “Recollections of

Augustine Grignon,” collections of the

Historieal Society of Wisconsin, Volume | \
|| years afterwards, Lecuyer sickened and !

I11, pago 288,
AUAUSTIN GIIGRON

was the son of Plerre Grignon, 8r, who
was the son.inlaw of Bieur de Langlade;
Angustin Grignon was born in 1780, In
these recollections he says:  “Lanrent
Barth, & trader from Macinaw, wintered
on the St Croix River at the same time,
and in the same neighborheod, with
Jaques Porlier and Chas. Iteaume, in

792.3.  On the return of the traders in
| the spring of 17493, Barth stopped at the
Portage, having his fumily with him.—
He purchased from the Winnebagos the
privilege of transporting goods over the
Portage.
the settlement at that point. The elder
De Kau-ry soon after arrived there with a
few of his people from ILake Puckawa,
and commenced the Indian settlement on
the Wisconsio, about two miles above the
Portage; others came down from Lake
Puckawa, ancther village increased in
gize und importance. When DBarth first
located, he built a house st the Porlage,
but finding that the water overflowed the
locality he removed the next year to the

& |
This was the commencement of

| higher grounds half a mile above. The

next setiler was Jean Lecuyer, a brother-
in.law of the Chiel De Kau-ry, who went
I there in 1793, and whoalso obtained per-

tage. - The goods were hauled over in
curts. Barth had only a single horse-cart;
but when Lecuyer came he had several
teams and carts, and had a heavy wagon
with a long reach, construected by a wagon
malker, he had brought there, so as to trans-
port Dbarges from river to river.—
About 1803, Mr. Campbell, who was after- |
wards the first American Indian agent at|
| Prairie du Chien, purchased Barth’s right ..
of trangportation, Campbell, soon after
he purchased Barth’s right, sold out his
flxtures to Lecuver,whe suppesed Campbell
was thereby relinquishing all farther in-
tentions of the buesiness; but Campbell
placed lus son, John Campbell, and after-
wurds hisson, Duncan Campbell, at the
cast end of the Portage, and had several
teams to convey goods, and a large wagon
to transport barges. After he sold out
his transportation right, Barth removed to
Prairie du Chien, where he died before the
war of 1812, After Campbell’s death in a
duel, as already related, about 1808, his
business was closed up: and about two

died, leaving several children.  After
Lecuyer's death, his widow employed Lau-
' rent Tilly to continue the business in her
behalf, and he continued till about the
| commencemert of the war, when Fraacis
Roy, 2 son of Joseph Roy, of Green Bay,
married Therese, daughter of Mrs. Lecuy-
er, and took charge of the business, and
continued in it many years,  Mr. Roy is
still liviug, I believe, at Green Lake. A
while after the war Joseph Rollette com-
menced the transportation at the Portage,
employing Pierre Paquette to manage the
business for him. Barth kept no goods
for sale to the Indians after he sold the
balance of his stock brought from the St. |
Croix. Lecuyer always kept 2 large as
sortment of goods, and his widow also
kept some, as did Roy, but in a much
smuller way. John Campbell had goods
one yvear. Several traders at different
limes after Barth’s settlement, wintered |
there and traded with the Winnebagos; I
spent two winters there, the first in 1801-2,
and the other, the winter sueceeding.”
A letter from Ion. Morgan L. Martin
states that Ecuyer [sometimes written L-




L

| nuder my houd at the City of Washizgton, the |

1 Eeuyer and Lecuyer] bad five children,and”
that this claim was loeated in reference to
the old portage trail between the Fox and |
Wisconsin.

In accordance with the recommendation !
of the land-claim commissioners above |
given, the United States gave the follow. !
ing putent to Grignon:

UNITED STATES TO AUGUSTIN GRIGNON:
The United Stales of America fo afl whom Hhese |

preseals ahall come, grecting:

Eunow ve that there has beet deposited in the
General Land Office a cortifleate numbered 255, of
the Reglater of the Loamd Oiliee, at Detrolt, o the

I their claims us follows:

Hith day of April, in the year of cur Lord one
thousand cight hiundred avni thirty-two,and of the
independence of the United States the  fifty-
uipth., By the President:
ANDREW JACKSON.
. Errran Havwoon,
(L. 8.0 Commissioner of the Geperal
Lamid Onfice,
Recorded on Friday, the 1Th of Anzust, A, Ih
1842, at 6 o'clock . M.
SAMUEL Inwix, Deputy Register,

The following abridgement of the first
deeds recorded in Columbia County, (trans-
sceribed from Brown County Records, Ter-
ritory of Michigan), show that both the
heirs of Ecuyer and Grignon transferred

Territory of Michizan, wherebhy It appears that !
by the second section of the uet of Congress, ap-
proved on the 25th doy of Aprll, 1824, entiied “An
wet o confirm cerlain elaims to lumds in the Tor-
ritory of Miehigan,” Augasiin Grignon wes con-

firmed, saving the righta of John Ecuyer {or Lo |

enyer), decensed, in bis elaim in volome number-
ed one, of the Reporte of the Commissionera oa
Land Claime, in the Territory of Michigan, to the
tract of Jand containing =ix bhundred and forty-
vight neres and cighty-two hundreds of an aere,
{ eltnate st the portage of the Ouisconsin nnd Fox
Rivers, boupded and described as follows, to-wit:
Beginning on the north-cnzt bank of the Ounis.
consin Miver, one-tonrth of o mile below the land
ing place, at o post from which o birch twelve
inches in dinmoeter bears north 35 degrees west, |
distant 11 links, and a birch 14 inehies in dizmeter
bours south 64 degrece, west 20 chains to the
Inoding place (entered prafrie ot five chains),
north 70 degrecs, west five chains, novth 61 de-
greca, wesl 26 chalos and B0 links (at (hree chaine
Toot of Island, south 81 degrees, woest eight chains
and 50 links to s aspen seven inches in dlamoter |
(carner on 1the banlk of the viver), thenes north 10
degrees and 15 minntes west, 30 chalus through
praicic to the top of the hill to the corner of the
pickets wilch surronnd the grave of the late John
Euger, (no post, 5o bearings near); thenee north
B0 ddegrees enst (ut 15 chains enter barrens, after
pagsing throngh old ficld, ot 41 chains a pond, at
A6 ehaine left the pond, and at 55 chalns o wet
prairie), 118 chajos to o post on the left bank of
IFox River, from which o live oak flve inches in
dinmeter bears north 560 dogrees west, distant
three chains sand 46 links; thenee wp Fox River
south five degrees, west Lhree chalns, south 16 de-
grees, west nine ehains and 50 links to landing
place at Portage, gonth 47 degrees, earl 23 chains
and 40 Hinks to a post on the margio of river in a
mrarell, thence sonth 25 degrees ool 30 minntes,
west 110 ehajns and 70 links (entering timber land
ub 10 chning), to the heglonlog,

Thoere is therefore geanted by the United States
note the eaid Augustin Grigunon and to his heirs,
anving any right or claim which the gaid heivs of
John Beuyer, decessed, may have in and to the

; same, the tract of land above deseriled; to have
| nnd to hold the sald tract, with the appurten-
anees, wnto the said Aungustin Gripnon aud unto
his heirs and nesigns forever, saving as aforesaid,
any right, title or ¢laim which the said heirs of
John Bcuyer, deceased, may have in and to the
herehy granted premiscas.

Io testiumony whereof, T, Andrew  Jackeon,
President of the United States, have consed these
Jetters to be made patent, and the seal of the Gen-
cral Land Office to o hercanto affixed.  Given

Joseph Pocase [Pawgette]?
' aml wile, L Undivided one-filth of
13 T “Urignon Taet 7
Daniet Whitney, ]
Excented Oct. 30, 1835,
Recornded Nov. 10, 1828,

Pocate’s wife was Pelicita,
$Im¢"t]‘.:"m"-"_“r i__l.-'l::li\'ir.li.':l one-ifth of Grignon
Joseph Pocate. ) Fract.

Exeented Oet, 0, 1808,
Rueorded Nov, 3, 188,

In the acknowledgment are the follow-
ing worda: “Personally came before me
the undersigned, one of the justices of the
county court aforesaid, Simon Lecuyer,
reputed son of the late Jean Lecuyer or

Ecuyer,” elc,
Augnatin Grignon and wife

iy
Danicl Whitney., §
Conyeved the entive tract June 15, 1382,

United Statea ]
to Patent hefope eiped,
Augustin Grignon, §

KExveuted Apuil 206, 1852,

Benjamin . Feuyer | U

Danlel Whituey.
Execnted Feb, 16, 1839,
Itecorded Feh, 23, 1833,

ndivided one-8ith of Grig-
\ now Tract,

Benjamin  Econyver |

(4] - - »
; | Undivied one-fifth of Grig-
Robert ‘Il:::li“’ ar, nan Tract, with property.

Alex. . Irwin, 1. |
Executed Juna 11, 1852,
Hecorded June 15, 1832

Ltabert Irwin, Jr.,

d ' Undivided one-fifth of Grig-
to r ngn Tract.
Benjamin Eenyer. | i

Exeented Foli, 16, 18334, i

an
Alex. J. Irwin

In the Clerk of Court’s Office, Colum.
Lin County, under head of “I™ i3 the
document whicl is here abridged :

DEPOSITION OF HENRY MERRILL.

Septombor 7, 1854, in the matter of Benjamin
L. Webh, to perpetinate testimony,

I know Jagques L' Eenyver, have known him from

{15 10 20 years: according to the statements of the

pald Jaques L' Ecuyer to me, he i8 now 54 or 55
years ald; 1 shonld judge that he was over 50 veors
of nge.  He, the sald Eenyer, 8 a farmer or labor-
er.

1 have heard Jagqnes L Beuyer gay that he had



tage Canal Co,” purclmsed it for $3-4,23 L 61
The Bhot Company, it appears, again

“eame the purchaser of an undivided four-

gold his interest in and fo the G882 neres of
land at the portnge known as the Grignon Traet,
to one Joseph Pangquette. I aaw Jagues ['Eeuy-
er in August, 1858, at Lony Prairic, in Minoesota,
at which time be told me he had gold his said in-
tepest in faid Grignon teact (o sald Fanguette and
hawl signed a paper wihich he auppored was o re-
celpt, he having received o part of the payment
for said Iands in goods and & part in woney from
thie sald Panguette, He said that he Liad heon |
ity paid for his intercet in said Tad ot #abd Pors’
lage by said Panguette.  Eenyer did net geem o
pnderstond what the paper was he had signod,but |
gupposed it wae a recelpt. I utderstand from
Juquues L' Eeuyer that the =aid sale toolk place
many yearg ago, bot he did not fix the date ol it.°

Thus it will be seen that the claims of
both Ecuyer and Grignon were secured
by Whitney. The subsequent disposition
of the land is ip briel’ as follows: 1536,
it pussed to “Wisconsin Shot Co," the
consideration being $12,500; 1839, “Tor.

eame into possession of the property, for
in 1842 it was sold by them to Benjamin
I, Webl, and in 1844 Alvin DBronson le-

nineteenthis of the claim, paying Webb
therefor %2500,  In 1849 a plat of the
town of Fort Winnebago, covering the
Grignon claim, was made to Messrs, Webb
and Bronson, '

A more complete account of these later
transanctions will be found in the History
of Columbin County, Wis., page G0O.

In connection with the grave of Lecuy- |
er, which is referred to in the deseriptions
of this claim, the fullowing facts are of
interest. |

An ordinance of the City of Portage
(passed Feb, 27, 1853), provided “That on
and after the 28h day of March, 1855, the
graves at or near the intersection of and
within the streels of said city, known as
Conant and Adams streets, shall be remov-
ed by the city marshal, said graves being |

| obstruetions in said streels.™

tonant street was ordered graded June
3, 1867, and the work commenced that sea-
son.  IL wassome time doring the sum.
mer of that year that the grading
brought to light the remains previous-
ly interred in that old cemetery, I remem.
ber seeing them carried away from the |
place deseribed as being the grave of Le-|
cuyer, and doubtless among these mould- :

| ering relics were those of the pioneer him- |
v self | O R




