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Portage Lived “On The River” |
TheDays When Jerry Hannifan
Ran The Wisconsin On Great
Lumber Rafts

Many a Thrilling Experience Is Recalled by Local Man Who Brought
Lumber For 'His Home on West Mullett Sirete Down The River
In a Crib Raft

' Dn oslisplay at the Oy Libeary The first steg in the drive down
(is o rafl in mintaturve which  was (e piver was e hailding of valts
H lile by Jderey Hhannirin of 203 Mal- whielh was Jone en (e joe, When
18t SLeeet, Ing delmely eribz rope- completod thoy Jav there wietil the
resent L& [eot square o lumber, fers Bl aowld woere eartded ol =
(v is o memento of 4 nearly o in The river. The ralls weré T

pollen pust when Porfoee wos o
lnaty Jwerdser fooen (et hoaggred bl
ke of the Wisronsin rivier, A
memenlo of o peirked fhal |'|I'|||:i'_||'|"l|

crilis sgquare. ar 16 fect square of
s epoesed wmber, sad 24 fmebes of
Inmber  deep.  These larmo rafls
| weerpir 112 reet in lengih, A8 feel T
{wlith, There were 21 crils :ﬂ. H
pull, .7 cribs 18 a rafl siring. and 3
rapid stvings to o rafl, The strings
weres not conpled  topether unuil

i of greal phvaical strength sml
epnrage who sang as they worked
al hamardons faska, 11 iz, imileed,
neadt wortlh while o gee thia raft
which §s 4 =mall replien of thosze

-

Llees rvHals .rl-n;l alantnns i1 e pper

that made the deive down the rive i |
. er, and later down the 1I1i-f.:'-h1:|'||.li | Wisconain had” Jedn pigesed, 1"I.It
' ! e e B AR 1 4 Hl‘i [ ow o the
The prazant homs of HMr. Esnnllia ‘.1:'.I 1:-l. ||*T.LJETI11;'-r'tI £ LII ‘h:'-.ri.l;lﬁ::l. ir 1‘|:|1:l
j2 made from (he tlmber that e, | A B -
. 1T iz=izzlppl & sivinge
higazelt brovght  down the diver | Laara o .1“' - ¢ " o EVLER
mil |'|'.'|, e pual in one Fakt, anel oo men
M vears apo. | . T Vv oy iving
As o baoay Mr. Huannifin hasl I"I_'h”'l " :_L ]1 ,1|I1 I"u-ﬂlli.t.l. n ::'I'r I lul-':
R : SRRl A EIE 1aLE! e L} b
whehed The dveives down e river ) N - M
.“Ml ”I.. ! I. -?.I 1 ”|. oz af |"| y Apengthen it, and for-the men to
— and  Teenirald I.'|:II.I.II,_.,. ales I lhold to af they wenl over tha
ﬂﬁlz,_ norils woalds anid river from hils s There were 12 rafts (o a
———— father and an older hrother wlo r-:.llmllh- " ,:‘_.II, the cotk Pt
. 1 il Ome i [ 1] . 14 '
FOTE W . raftame O ; .
3 Hh were working as raftémen. ' A Wigeonsin Raplids the raplds

prortunity came o hing at fhe age
of 14, On the dony of dopureionre
for ithe north, onc of the men was
faken 11, amd Jerry Honnitin Lonk

- hisa place. The men started wortl-
ward in Mareh, They made thiz
feip by stage, and the {oams wera
changed at what were called hall
way lhouses,

wore one wile long, and at Pord
Pdwards wns @ dam which was 35
feed Digh, To koep the raflbs Tredm
prertarning 2 slide amd fingers
somew hat resteained | Fhe  doWwh-
wanrd plunge, bul the approach to
the ddam hed o be made with
acviiraey,  To guide these rafis




v —Regitser Photo
e Hamnifan, whe still makes daily brips W and down the Wisconsin rivar which ig sheown in the background
al the abave pleture, thinks nothing af rowing from 10 te 20 miles on the gtream wheare me spent many yedrs
of hig life: athowgh his reund trips ugad to e mare than twice as lang. He |5 shown here holding a mgdel
erib raft which he whittled from rough lumber cecantly. The model, which Is a reproduction of the rafts he
uged to pilot down the Wisconsin from tHe north is aowandisplay.at tha Portags pullie library.  The pisturfe
wias taken en the levee in frant of Mr. Hannifan®s home at 213 Mullett strest




O0FE Were naed. Thesde onara Wers
made of young rees, aml were 50
feet long. The oars were raized
over the head in a great elvcle. It
fa easy to undersinmd why men
were chosen whoa possessed great
strength, and remained cool in the
face of danger. The upsetting of
o oraft uswally meant death Tor
gomenns T learned that Mr. ITan-
nifin's older hrother had drowned
when a ratt wm=el as It approach-
el thie clly of Porbage,

On eaelr rart was o gmal shel-
ferr, colledd a inl, anad at night ke
men slept there, There weré six
meals o day, and though the food
wie slmple i waz excellont and
plenty of i, The cooking of the
meals was all :lurr.v on the cook
ratt, amd carrfers were sent onf o
the attached roafta with food for
Pl meen. At (dusk, on the Wis-
consin River,  the  rodfis were
Lronzht intn the hank, and il
with o snmlibing line. There eonld
o wo pight teaved antil the Mizs-
feeipni woas reached where there
wore sovernment erazzsing  Hehts

That mueh =kill was demanded

Fram fhess men wasz doe to the
facl that a short {furn, and the s
wonlid over-turn.

| Alr. Hann'fin was bharn in 1851,
The honse ' which he grew (o
hoyhood stond where the middle
of the Wiseonsin River now flows,
Imring o oreat flood. the viver ent
into  the morth bank, amd those
with homes along this bank wers
foreed Lo leave quickly. Many did
"not even have time o save their
householl fernlahings, Afler Jerry
Hannifin relived as rafsman, he
pilated the government boat, Ten-
gus,  To Mr. and Mrs, Hannifin,
eleven children were horn, two of
whom are dead.  Those reaiding
in MPortage are: John amd Helen,
who are ot home: Jim and Bd, who
iz an alderman fram the fifth
ward, Livimg o Mawson  ares
Mre Walter Martin, Mras, Jaeok
Koarllen, Mre. ITarry Rowin, Clf
ford and Aznes, wha iz emplayed
fn the st ie awtomobile license de-
partment.  Mrz, Jerry  Hannifino
flied April 17th, 13T,
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